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PKEFACE 


1P0E this work the authorities relied ou are: 

Nicolay, “ Outbreak of Rehellion”; Webb, 
“Peniasula”; Allan, “Valley Campaign” and 
“Army of Northern Virginia ” ; Doyle, “ History 
of the United States”; Henderson, “Stonewall 
Jackson”; Kellogg, “Shenandoah Valley”; Eopes, 
“ Story of the Civil War ” ; Wood and Edmonds, 
“History of the War”; Eopes, “.Army under 
Pope”; Palfrey, “Antietam and Eredericks- 
burg”; Henderson, “Tactics of Prederieksburg.” 

Pederal officers’ names are in ordinary type. 
Confederate officers’ in italic. The numbers, which 
are much disputed, are only approximately correct. 
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American Civil War 

CHAPTER I 

CAUSES OF THE WAS 

npHE "War of Secession, or Civil War, or Great 
Rebellion, in the TJnited States, 1861-5, was 
xinique amongst the wars of the nineteenth 
century — a civil war of gigantic proportions on 
a theatre of immense extent, from Baltimore to 
St. Louis, and from New Orleans to Florida, 
marked by fearful bloodshed and attended by 
remarkable innovations, ironclads, railways, 
breech-loaders, torpedoes, and telegraphs ; and in 
it the whole people learned the trade of war. In 
1861 the United States had 16,000 regular 
soldiers, but in five years the North had armed 
2,500,000 and the South 600,000 men. Great 
generals also made their appearance— for the 
North, Grant, McClellan, and Sherman ; for 
the South, Zee, JoJmston, and Jaohson. 

The United States were divided by the 
imaginary Mason and Dixon’s line (36° 30'), which 
runs westwards up the Potomac, along the Ohio, 
and then over the Mississippi, into two totally 
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different sections. It was tHs difference that 
accounted for the dispute over the slavery ques- 
tion, which is popularly regarded as the main 
cause of war. In the North (Stars and Stripes) 
manufactures, machinery, plutocracy, and protec- 
tion predominated, and slaves were not suitable 
in their industries. The Republicans therefore — 
which party prevailed in the North — regarded 
slavery with aversion. In the South (Stars and 
Bars), on the contrary, the dominant party, the 
free trade and aristocratic Democrats, looked on 
slavery as an indispensable institution, because 
slaves, though really a more wasteful and ex- 
pensive form of labour than white workers, 
could be employed in their pastoral and agri- 
cultural pursuits, especially on tobacco, cotton, 
and sugar estates. When, therefore, the election 
of Abraham Lincoln, an avowed though moderate 
Abolitionist, to the Presidency, in November, 1860, 
showed the South that they no longer controlled 
the executive, they saw that sooner or later emanci- 
pation must become a practical question, and in 
their eyes emancipation meant their ruin. 

The other great cause of war was the question 
of States’ Rights. In the South it was held 
that, if the Central or Pederal Government forced 
on any legislation of which any State dis- 
approved, that State had a right to secede from 
the Union, and legally, I believe, that view was 
correct. Needless to say, the North adopted the 
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opposite opinion. Hence it was tliat the war 
was known by its three names of the Great 
Civil War, the Great Rebellion, and the War 
of Secession. 

Minor causes there were; for the Southern 
Democratic politicians, certain to be ousted from 
office by the new Republican President who 
would enter the White House on March 4,1861, 
hated the new Administration, and all the 
Southern planters in debt to Northern financiers 
saw in war a chance of evading their obligations. 

Eleven States declared for Secession, namely, 
the Confederate States of South and North 
Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Texas, Tennessee (except East Ten- 
nessee), Arkansas, and East Virginia. On the 
other side stood twenty-two Federal States, 
namely, all the Northern and North-Eastern 
States, e.g. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, West Virginia; and in the West, 
California and Oregon. On the borderland lay 
three doubtful Slates^ — Missouri, Kentucky, and 
Maryland. 
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OHAPTEE 11 
THEATRE OF OPERATIONS 

jnOYLE, in hia “History of America,” says: 

The territory of the South might be looked 
on as a vast fortress guarded by the Potomac, the 
Ohio, the Mississippi, and the Atlantic.” Prom 
Hwper’s Perry to the Gulf of Mexico measured 
800 nules, and iu this region the railways were 
few-facts which militated against any inTaeion- 
the pmcipal being ( 1 ) Washingtou-Eiehmond 
-Chattanooga-New Orleans; (2) Washington— 
Eiohmond — Weldon — Atlanta — New Orleans ; 
(3) Cairo— New Orleans; (4) Cairo— Mobile ; (6) 
^msnUe - Nashville _ Atlanta _ MebUe ; 6 

Ei^mond-Wilmington-Oharleston-Savann*. 

The most important portion of the theatre was 
Virginia. This State comprised West Virginia 
:^g west of the Alleghanies, a manufactui-ing 
^strict mhabited almost exclusively by whites^ 
totes, and lumber-men, strongtyatLhed to 

Alleghanies and the ocean. This district 
engaged m the tobacco mdustry, employed many 
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slares, and was strongly Secessionist. In the 
plain east of the Blue Ridge the roads were very 
bad, forests and swamps numerous, and the rivers 
—e.g. the Rappahannock, the James, etc, — con- 
stituted formidable obstacles. Por all these 
reasons the railways were of supreme importance 
to both combatants. The chief railways were : 

(1) Baltimore and Ohio connecting Washington 
with the West; branch, Harper’s Perry to 
Winchester; (2) Orange and Alexandria from 
Washington to Gordonsville ; branches, Washing- 
ton to Leesburg, and Manassas Junction — Stras- 
burg— Mount Jackson ; (3) Virginia Central from 
Richmond to Gordonsville and westwards to 
Staunton and Lynchburg ; (4) from Richmond to 
Prederioksburg ; (5) Richmond — White House — 

West Point; (6) from Richmond southwards. 

Besides, there was the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal along the Potomac. In this district of 
Virginia, Richmond was a political capital, com- 
mercial centre, ordnance dep6t, river port, and 
railway terminus. 

It only remains to describe the Shenandoah f C. 
Valley, of which Allan, in his “Jackson’s Valley y 
Campaign,” gives the following description : “ It ' 
is bounded on the east by the Blue Ridge, and 
on the west by other ridges of the Alleghanies 
or Appalachians. The width varies from 12 
to 24 miles, and the length is 140 miles. 

Near Front Royal the Shenandoah divides into 
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two forks, between which run the Massanutton 
Mountains; on the western side of these moun- 
tains lies the Valley. On the eastern side, i.e. 
between the Blue Ridge and the Massanuttons, 
lies the Luray Valley. Through the Valley runs 
the North Eork until it joins the South Fork at 
Front Royal; the South Fork runs through the 
Luray Valley. This Fork is made up of the 
North, Middle, and South RiTers, which unite 
near Port Republic. 

“ The great Valley turnpike passes through 
Staunton, Newmarket, Winchester, and on to the 
Potomac River, whilst an inferior road traverses 
the Luray Valley. These two roads are connected 
by a road leading from Newmarket right across 
the Massanuttons.” Though most of the roads 
were not good, yet the Valley generally was 
favourable for troops to manoeuvre. The most 
important strategic points were Winchester and 
Staunton; as to the celebrated Harper’s Ferry, 
it was tactically untenable, but it connected the 
Confederate States with Maryland, it commanded 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railway, and was regarded 
by both sides as a sort of Thermopyl®, having 
consequently a certain moral importance. It 
should be noted that the railways in the Valley, 
viz. the Baltimore and Ohio with branch Harper’s 
Ferry— Winchester, the Manassas Gfap rail up to 
Mount Jackson, and the Virginia Central through 
Staunton, did not materially affect the operations. 
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except as lines of supply. The most important 
bridges were OTer the South Port, riz. Eront 
Royal, White House, Columbia, Conrad’s Store, 
and over the North River at Port Republic. To 
the Eederals the Valley, as it led them away from 
Richmond, was less important than to the Con- 
federates, who from it drew large supplies, and 
who possessed in it a covered line of operation 
against Washington. Late in the war Sheridan, 
realising this, laid it waste, thereby rendering it 
useless to the Southern forces. 

N.B.— Richmond to Washington is 100 miles, 
Richmond to Port Monroe 70 miles, Staunton to 
Harrisonburg 26 miles, Harrisonburg to Strasburg 
47 miles, Strasburg to Winchester 18 miles, 
Winchester to Harper’s Perry 28 miles. 



CHAPTER III 

TEE BE SOURCES OF THE COMBATAETS 

rpHE combatants were not equally matched in 
the matter of resources. It is true, of course, 
that the Tery size of the Confederacy, the small 
number of railways, and the determined feelings 
of the population, were strong factors for the 
South, but, on the whole, the weight of power 
rested with the North. The Eederals possessed 
all that there was of military and naral organisa- 
tion. With regard to the latter, no nayal officers 
joined Secession, and the North controlled all the 
Navy and numerous merchant vessels, and thus 
could easily blockade the Confederate ports, could 
iadeed starve the people, stop the importation of 
war material, and, by holding the Mississippi, cut 
the Confederacy in two. The blockade policy was, 
perhaps, a political error, because the Eederal 
President thus almost admitted that he was 
deaUng, not with rebels, but with a separate 
nation, and indeed Great Britam did recognise 
the South as belligerents. The command of the 
sea gave considerable advantages to the Union 
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armies, for with it they could shift their bases 
and could hardly be intercepted (compare Sir 
John Moore, 1808). It is true, of course, that 
the goodwill of the population made the Southerners 
also very independent with regard to bases. 

As to military forces, the United States, in 
1861, possessed 16,000 regulars, mostly Oermans 
and Irish, who were employed to control the 
Indians. The privates practically all joined the 
Northern side, but only 3,000 could at first be 
spared for the Civil War, Many regular officers 
declared for Secession, and the generals on that 
side were undeniably superior, whilst the President 
and Commander-in-Chief, Mr. Davis, a soldier 
himself, was always guided by the advice of 
Mohert B. Dee-, but on both sides the inferior 
officers were bad, and the Federal staff was a 
complete failure. 

In fact, both had to create a military organisa- 
tion, and both found undisciplined volunteers 
incapable of offensive action. The South, with 
its 6,000,000 of whites, could not compete in 
numbers with the 20,000,000 whites of the North, 
and its wealth, consisting mainly of cotton, could 
not rival the enormous financial resources of the 
Northern manufacturers. The splendidly equipped 
Federal militia and volunteers formed a contrast 
to the wretchedly supplied Southerners, who, 
however, were naturally better adapted to war. 
There was not much to choose between the 
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infantry on both sides, but the Southern cavalry 
was undeniably superior, and their leader, 
J. B. B. Stuarty a born cavalry ofidcer. All the 
cavalry fought much on foot; it was mounted 
infantry, carrying revolvers, rifles, carbines, but 
not swords, bayonets, or lances. The armament, 
supplied from Europe, consisted of muzzle-loaders, 
effective at 260 yards, and of various patterns of 
guns. The Eederal rifled artillery was effective 
at 2,000 yards ; the Confederate artillery was less 
numerous and less powerful. 

I should add that the authorities are not agreed 
as to whether the cavalry constantly carried 
swords. 



OHAPTEE IV 

TEE CAMPAIGN OF 1861 

I N 1860, before Lincoln’s accession to office 
(March 4, 1861), all the United States forts 
on the east coast had been seized by the seceding 
States, except Tortugas and Key West in Elorida, 
Ports Sumter and Moultrie near Charleston, in 
South Carolina, and Port Monroe in Virginia. 
South Carolina held very strong Secessionist views, 
and, as a fact, seceded on December 20, 1860. 

Six days afterwards the Pederal officer at Port 
Moultrie, Major Anderson, transferred his 100 men 
to Port Sumter, a stronger fort on an island in 
the Charleston harbour. This enraged the South 
Carolinians, who at once seized Port Moultrie — 
an act of war. The Pederal Government of 
President Buchanan in 1861 imposed on Anderson 
the difficult task of holding Port Sumter without 
resorting to any offensive action against the 
obviously hostile preparations of the South Caro- 
linians, and the only real criticism passed on him 
is that he failed to ask for reinforcements in time. 

On March 4 his provisions would last only six 

26 



26 


AMERICAN OIYIL WAR 


weeks longer, and on April 13 the fort surrendered 
to the Confederate General, Beauregard^ who 
brought to bear on it a very heavy fire. The 
effect on the Northern States was electrical, 
especially as soon afterwards the Southerners 
seized the United States Gosport navy yard at 
Norfolk, and the United States armoury at Harper’s 
Eerry, 

Lincoln at once called up 76,000 three months’ 
militia, and, after dealing with a Confederate 
rising in Baltimore, which for a time isolated 
Washington, the President, by the middle of June, 
1861, succeeded in occupying the last-named city 
and its suburbs, as well as Baltimore itself, with 
Union troops, and in securing Maryland, Missouri, 
and, by September of this year, Kentucky also, for 
the Pederal cause. He also called for three years’ 
volunteers, so as to raise the land forces to 166,000 
and the sea forces to 25,000. These large forces 
had to be trained, a task of which the aged 
Lieut.-General, Winfield Scott, was obviously 
incapable. On the other side also. President 
Davis, who possessed far more military training 
than did Lincoln, found equal difficulty in organ- 
ising, owing to lack of resources. 

On April 29, 1861, Oolonel Jackson took com- 
mand of 4,600 men at Harper’s Eerry, covering 
Winchester, the real key of the important Shenan- 
doah Yalley j he was opposed by General Patterson 
with 14,000 Eederals on the northern bank, whilst 
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in West Virginia, Taluable as a recruiting ground, 
as a source of supply, and because through it 
ran the Baltimore and Ohio railway, some Con- 
federate troops sent from Eichmond were dis- 
persed at a skirmish known as Philippi Eaces; 
and, when Generals Wise and Garnett arrived 
to renew the contest, the Eederals, under General 
G. B. McClellan, totally defeated them at Eich 
Mountain, July 11, and at Carrick’s Pord, July 13. 

Towards the end of May General Joseph B. 
Johnston succeeded to the command at Harper’s 
Perry, his numbers being raised to 10,000; and, 
on Patterson crossing the Potomac to Martins- 
burg, the Southern general, recognising Harper’s 
Perry as untenable, retired in June on Win- 
chester, his small body of cavalry being led by 
the celebrated Stuart, and Jackson commanding 
the brigade afterwards famous as the Stonewall 
Brigade. Patterson, whose three months’ volun- 
teers demanded their discharge, then recrossed to 
the north bank, but, on hearing of McDowell’s 
intended move from Washington against General 
Beauregard at Manassas Junction, he, at the 
end of June, crossed again to the south bank at 
Williamsport. It was during thfe advance of 
Patterson that Jaehson and Stuart checked him 
in the rear-guard action at Palling Waters, mid- 
way between Martinsburg and Williamsport. 

At this time Beauregard held Manassas Junc- 
tion with 20,000 men, threatened in front by the 
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Federal General McDowell’s 36,000, who were 
mainly three months’ militia, and whom General 
Scott considered unsuitable for battle. McDowell’s 
army was composed of : 

I. Division under Tyler, in four brigades ; 

II. Division under Hunter, afterwards Porter, 
in two brigades, including some regular infantry 
and cavalry ; 

III. Division under Heintzelman, in three 
brigades; 

IV. Division under Runyon ; 

V. Division under Miles, in two brigades ; 

Besides 49 guns of the regular army. 

General Johnston, knowing the value of interior 
lines, held Patterson by able demonstrations, and, 
moving without Patterson’s knowledge nia Ashby’s 
Gap, entrained on the Manassas Gap railroad, 
joining Beauregard just in time for the Battle 
of the First Manassas, or First Bull Run, July 21. 
His arrival, together with that of Sohnes' brigade 
of 1,300 men from Acquia Creek, raised Beam- 
regard to 29,000. In detail the Confederate force 
was thus constituted : 

Army of the Potomac (afterwards 1st Corps of 
the Army of Northern Virginia), under Brigadier- 
General Beauregard, in six brigades, with 29 grms 
and some cavalry, besides Molmes' 1,300 men 
and 6 guns; Army of the Shenandoah, under 
Johnston, in four brigades, with 22 guns and a 
small body of cavalry. 
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BATTLE OP THE PIEST MAHASSAS, OR FIRST 
BULL RUN, JULY 21 

Beauregard lay west of the Bull Run, a stream 
with high and woody banks and several fords, 
which he guarded. It had been McDowell’s 
intention to turn the enemy on the south, but 
the roads in that direction were bad, and so he 
decided to turn the enemy’s left or northern 
flank. Consequently he placed a reserve at 
Centreville and a containing force opposite Beau- 
regard's right, and then sent a turning force, 
which was helped by part of the Pederal centre 
on the turnpike crossing near the Stone Bridge. 
This combination would have rolled up the 
Confederate left, but for a successful charge by 
Stuart, and but for JacJesm's vigorous resistance 
on the Henry House Hill (hence his title of 
Stonewall), The finishing stroke was given by 
Kirby Smith, who, detraining at Manassas Junction 
1,900 men of Johnston's Shenandoah Army, came 
up on Jackson's left ; the Pederals fled on Wash- 
ington, all except the regulars, in rout, Johnston 
following leisurely to Centreville. 

\ Bemarks on the Battle.— -(V) Thisbattle illustrates 

the danger of an army astride a river, in which 
position it is liable to two strokes, one against 
the external flank of the turning force, as occurred 
in this case, to prevent which that flank should 
be thrown back; the other against the force 
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covering the commimications — and this is the 
more formidable stroke ; and Beauregard did 
issue an order for his right to cross and attack. 
Fortunately for the Federals the order was not 
executed, partly because it miscarried, and partly 
because of the vigour of McDowell’s onset on the 
Confederate left. (2) The Federal losses were 
2,800 men and 26 guns, the Confederate 1,900 men. 
(3) The battle made foreign countries take a 
favourable view of Confederate chances, and the 
South relied too much on this, and also foolishly 
supposed that Northern cowardice had given them 
the victory. (4) Both sides had raw troops, who 
act better on the defensive, volunteers being in- 
ferior to regulars in action, and in the offensive 
generally. (5) Federal tactics bad, and showed 
want of training, e.g. they attacked piecemeal. 
(6) Henderson has said that Johnston was wrong 
in not pursuing and entering Washington; but 
Hopes holds that he could not have captured the 
city, for the regulars and the troops not engaged, 
i.e. Divisions of Miles and Runyon, could have 
held the works. (7) Kirhy Smith’s tactical em- 
ployment of the railway was as marked as it was 
unusual, though Elandslaagte in 1899 affords 
another instance. 

For the rest of 1861 Johnston occupied Centre- 
ville, and in the Valley Patterson recrossed to 
the north bank of the Potomac. His great error 
had been that he did not hold Johnston by 
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vigorous attacks. Meantime, in West Virginia 
the Confederates made another effort, this time 
under the celebrated JRolert M Lee, against 
Bosecrans, the successor of McClellan ; the effott 
failed, and West Virginia was permanently secured 
for the Union cause. 

On November 4 Jackson, with the rank of 
Major-General, was appointed to the command 
of the Shenandoah Valley, in which position he 
fully realised the importance to the South of 
controlling the Baltimore and Ohio railway as 
well as the valley of the Monongahela Biver 
up to the great lakes, by which means Wash- 
ington would be severed from the west. At the 
same time, on the Federal side Scott retired, 
being succeeded on November 1 by McClellan, 
a great organiser, in the command of all the 
Union forces, thousands of whom came pouring 
into Washington. All this time at Oentreville 
lay Johnston, with the poorly equipped Army 
of Northern Virginia, now organised in two army 
corps under Beauregard (afterwards Longstreet) 
and G. W. Smith (afterwards Jackson)— \-o%sl 
strength 40,000. Johnston had in October urged 
that he should be reinforced by 20,000 men and 
should be allowed to invade the North ; Bresident 
Bmis declined, in view of “the safety of other 
threatened positions,” An invasion at this time 
would have had great chance of success, for it 
would have caught McClellan with troops not 
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yet organised, and Tvonld have exercised marked 
influence on foreign countries. com- 

mitted a serious error, for defence ^nnot succeed 
without offensive action. 

Jackson's troops at Winchester in the Valley 
comprised his Stonewall Brigade, some militia, 
and Colonel Turner Ashby's irregular horse, the 
last named patrolling the Potomac — total 4,000. 
The connection with his chief, Johnston, was 
formed by J). S. Hill at Leesburg. Jackson 
had to consider Patterson’s successor, Banks — 
a bad political appointment of an untrained 
man — with 18,000 on the north bank, Kelly with 
6,000 at Romney, and Rosecrans with 22,000 on 
the Great Kanawha River, whence he might 
move on the important town of Staunton ; this 
place was protected by winter, by a difdcult 
country and by 6,000 men under and 

1,200 men under Edward Johnson. Jackson's 
first exploit was, during December, to destroy a 
dam on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal west 
of Williamsport. With this posture of affairs 
on either side, the year 1861 came to a close, 
so far as serious operations were concerned. 

At the time, i.e. during the autumn of 1861, 
in Washington itself long discussions took place 
on what should be McClellan’s plan of campaign. 
General Scott had always been in favour of 
operating by the Mississippi, whereas McClellan 
at first proposed a most ambitious plan, which, 
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says Webbj in bis “Peninsula,” meant striking 
the enemy in tbe West and in the East, in 
Tennessee— especially East Tennessee — and in 
Virginia, and assailing points on tbe Atlantic 
coasts and on tbe Mississippi. Tbis implied that 
tbe general bimself should march a great army, 
accompanied by a fleet, right through the 
Southern territories, whilst Burnside acted on 
the coast of North Carolina, and Sherman dealt 
with Sa-pannah in Georgia and Charleston in 
■ South Carolina. This gigantic plan was never 
executed, except as regards some operations, 
chiefly naval, which resulted, by March, 1862, 
in considerable success for the Pederals ; the 
forts at Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, were 
captured by Plag-Officer Stringham’s vessels 
and Major-General Butler’s troops (Butler was a 
bad political appointfnent of an untrained man) ; 
Plag-Officer Goldsborough’s naval force and 
Major-General Burnside’s 12,000 troops captured 
Roanoke Island, North Carolina, and Newberne 
in the same State ; in South Carolina Brigadier- 
General Thomas W. Sherman, with 12,000 men, 
occupied Beaufort ; all the coast towns of Florida 
were also secured. 

With his main forces , round Washington, how- 
ever, the Federal commander did nothing during 
the autumn of 1861, the public debt rose fast, 
and so did public indignation, especially as he 
allowed the Southeners to erect batteries closing 
3 
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the lower PotomaOj as a Federal movement 
across that river near Ball’s Blnff was a bad 
failure, and as the roads in October and Novem- 
ber were known to be good; and there is no 
doubt that the general should have captured 
Norfolk and the Confederate batteries, and also, 
if he had known Johnston ' 9 real numbers, should 
have driven back that general. He should have 
done something, though he was quite right in 
thinking that his army required thorough organis- 
ing .before attempting anything on a grand scale. 
About Christmas, 1861, everything had to wait, 
partly owing to the awful state of the roads, 
and partly to McClellan’s serious illness. 



CHAPTER V 

THE CAMFAIQF OF 1862 

O N Okristmas Day, 1861, tke arriral of Loring'a 
men had raised the Winchester force to 11,000 
—i.e. 10,000 infantry, 600 cavalry, and 26 guns, 
consisting of the Stonewall Brigade under Garmtt, 
Ashbp's cavalry, 2,600 militia, and three 

brigades; and, as Banks seemed inclined to advance, 
the Southern general on New Year’s Day promptly 
took the offensive against Kelly, moving in bitter 
weather on Bath and Hancock, where he took 
many stores and did much danmge. He then 
turned on Romney, which Kelly had already 
evacuated, with the loss of his magazines. The 
unruly character of Lormg'a command prevented 
anything further ; he consequently left Lormg 
at Romney and marched the rest of his men to 
Winchester, This expedition had secured three 
counties, and a fertile district, and placed the 
enemy on the defensive; "but the work was 
quickly imdone ” (Wood and Edmonds), for during 
this month of January, Mr. Benjamin, the Secre- 
tary of War, instructed Jaohsm to recall Loringy 

SB 
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that officer then being detached from the Win- 
chester command. This was such a gross case of 
ciyilian interference that the general sent in his 
resignation, which, howeyer, was finally withdrawn. 
The result of Benjamin's action was that in 
Eebrnary Jaehson's Army of the Valley — 4,600 
strong — had at Winchester to face Banks on the 
north bank of the Potomac, Shields who had re- 
occupied Romney, andperhaps Rosecrans’ successor, 
Er4mont (a bad political appointment of an un- 
trained man), on the great Kanawha River. This 
last general, called the “ Pathfinder,” commanded 
in the Mountain Department, i.e. West Virginia, 
with 16,000 men, composed of the Brigades of 
Milroy, Sehenck, and Bayard, and of Blenker’s 
Division of Sumner’s II. Corps, 7,000 strong, 
which did not, however, reach him at Petersburg 
till May 11. 

Boring haviug departed, and the militia having 
melted away, Jackson's 4,600 men were made up 
of the Stonewall Brigade, Gilham's or Burks' 
brigade, Taliaferro's two regiments, Ashby's 600 
cavalry and 27 guns. During the same month of 
Pebruary Johnston's Army of Northern Virginia, 
47,000 strong, at Centreville, had to face the great 
Army of the Potomac which McClellan had in the 
winter organised at Washington. The total num- 
ber of men in the Eastern district xmder the 
Pederal Oommanderrin-Chief, including those 
along the Potomac and in West Virginia, ran up 
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to 216,000, with 242 heavy guns and 446 field 
guns, all being volunteers except about 4,600 
regulars, and the absentees through sickness and 
on leave granted by their colonels being numerous. 
The following is a detailed statement of the Army 
of the Potomac : 

{A) Troops sent to the YorMown Temnsula : 

II. Corps under Sumner, consisting of the Divi- 
sions of Richardson and Sedgwick and a few 
cavalry — ^the third Division (Blenker’s) was 
transferred to Erdmont ; 

III. Corps under Heintzelman, consisting of the 
Divisions of Porter, Hooker, and Hamilton (after- 
wards Kearney), and a few cavalry ; 

IV. Corps under Keyes, consisting of the Divisions 
of Couch, Smith, and Casey, and a few cavalry. 

The guns totalled 168, and in addition were 
some reserve cavalry. Colonel Hunt’s regular 
artillery (100 guns), and G-eneral Sykes’ regular 
infantry, besides a siege train and engineers. 

{B) Left to protect Washington : 

I. Corps under McDowell, consisting of the 
Divisions of Eranklin, McCall, and King, and a 
few cavalry, with 68 guns ; 

V. Corps under Banks, consisting of the Divisions 
of Williams and Shields and nnmerous cavalry, 
with 66 guns ; 

18,000 garrison troops at Washington, under 
Wadsworth; 
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Small force at Baltimore, under General Dix. 

As to the caTalry, which, except the regulars, 
was had, it was under the general control of 
General Stoneman. 

On Eehruary 27 Banks, with the Divisions of 
Williams, Shields, and Sedgwick — ^the last not yet 
detached to McClellan — 38,000 men with 80 guns, 
crossed the Potomac at Harper’s Perry, and on 
March 9 Johmton, including D. H. Mill at Lees- 
burg, fell hack from Cenfcreville southwards along 
the Orange and Alexandria railway, evacuating 
the batteries placed by the Confederates on the 
lower Potomac. This retirement was either due 
to a traitor informing Johnston of McClellan’s 
intention, or due to Johnston's own suspicions of 
those intentions, or due to Mr. Mavis' idea that the 
Confederate army was too exposed, and to his 
alarm at the Federal capture in February of 
two forts in West Tennessee ; McClellan feigned a 
pursuit. On the other side of the Blue Eidge 
Jackson however clung to Winchester, feeling sure 
that by doing so he would alarm Mr. Lincoln for 
his communications with the West ; but when 
Banks pressed him he retired to Mount Jackson, 
Shields’ Division then occupying Strasburg. 

Before he fell at the end of 1861, McClellan 
had suggested a direct attack on Johnston at 
Centreville, but on his recovery in the first 
weeks of 1862 the roads prevented all operations. 
Stm, he knew he was expected, especially by 
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Mr. Secretary Staaton, the evil genius of the 
war, to do something, and so he began to form 
his Potomac scheme. At that time he had at 
Washington 158,000 men, not counting 66,000 
needed for the Washington garrison, forces needed 
for Manassas Junction, for the Valley, and for the 
Potomac Biver ; whereas Johmton at Oentreville 
had only 60,000 at most. There were five possible 
lines of operation. (1) Direct advance on Oentre- 
ville and Manassas, which the President pre- 
ferred because it covered the capital, and if the 
Confederate numbers had been known — a faulty 
Intelligence Department gave them as 116,000 
— that plan should have been adopted. The 
objections to it were the state of the roads, the 
fact that the army would depend on a railway 
peculiarly liable to raids, and the indiscipline, 
which, however, was as marked in the hostile 
forces. Eopes, who prefers this plan, disagrees 
with Henderson. (2) By water to Acquia Greek 
and thence via Predericksburg to Bichmond ; 
this would give a railway for supplies, but would 
leave the right flank exposed to Johmton. (3) By 
water to Urbanna and thence to Bichmond ; this, 
the shortest land route to Bichmond, would get 
rid of Yorktown, G-loucester, and Norfolk, and 
by it McClellan foolishly expected to capture 
Bichmond before Magruider in the Yorktown 
Peninsula or Johnston could come to the rescue. 
The objections were that IJrbanna was a bad 
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landing-place, that Johmton might assail the 
flank, and that the Dragoon Swamp and two 
rivers must he crossed. (4) By water to Moh 
Jack Bay, north of York Eirer, and thence on 
to Eichmond. (5) By water to the Bederal 
Eort Monroe, and thence up the Torktown 
Peninsula; the Confederates expected this, and 
McClellan preferred either No. 3 or No. 4, hut 
if he should use this route intended, if he could 
not reach Eichmond up the Peninsula, to cross 
the James and attack the city from the south. 
Those who, like Henderson, prefer one of plans 
3, 4, 5 to the Manassas plan maintain that hy 
the Monroe route the army would cover its own 
communications, and that all three plans really 
protected Washington, because the Confederates 
could not attack it whilst Eichmond was in peril 
and whilst the Pederals in the Valley menaced 
the Confederate communications with the West, 
and that, assuming McClellan’s idea of Johnston's 
numbers to be correct — and the general honestly 
thought they were correct — a direct attack was 
not to be thought of ; they add, moreover, that 
the general’s innate caution was intensified by 
the Trent affair, November, 1861, when Slidell 
and Mason, two Southern commissioners, were 
seized by the Pederal Captain Wilkes on board 
a British vessel, which might have involved 
hostilities with Great Britain. 

Eopes, on the other hand, who prefers the 
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Manassas plan, points out iliat the Monroe plan 
meant a march through a practically unknown 
district, that the Confederate ironclad Ilerrimae 
or Virginia held the Birer Janies — this vessel 
on March 8 sank two Federal vessels, and next 
day was barely checked by the Federal ironclad 
Monitor', that the three plans Nos. 3, 4, 5 in- 
volved the risk that Johnston might not retire, 
but attack Washington whilst McClellan ’was 
in the transports, and even the Urbanna plan 
would not put him at Richmond }yeiiot& Johmton 
could arrive; that the Monroe plan was worse, 
for the Merrimae had to be reckoned with, as 
well as the batteries at Yorktown, Gloucester, 
and Norfolk. He took it because Lincoln forbad 
the IJrbanna route and, indeed, compelled him 
to choose between the Manassas route and the 
Monroe route, in the hope that he %vould select 
the former. The President’s view also was a 
great factor against the Monroe plan. This plan 
was, however, agreed upon on March 8, and the 
choice could not therefore have been affected, 
as so often stated, by Johmton^s retirement, which 
occurred on the 9th. Ropes concludes the dis- 
cussion by saying that McClellan’s plan was as 
bad as General Sir W. Howe’s movement by sea 
up Chesapeake Bay and march on Philadelphia, 
1777. To complete the matter it should be 
noted that on March 12, whilst in feigned pursuit 
of Johnston, McClellan was, with every mark 


42 


AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 


of studied discourtesy, deprived of all command 
outside the Army of the Potomac, and that the 
President’s assent to the Monroe plan was con- 
ditional on Washington and Manassas Junction 
being left secure ; unfortunately it was not de- 
cided who was to be the judge of that security, 
and on this rock the whole campaign was 
wrecked. 

We must now consider how far McClellan ful- 
filled the condition about securing Washington. 
The defences of the capital devised by him con- 
sisted of a cordon of forts extending south of 
the Potomac from below Alexandria beyond the 
Arlington Heights to Chain Bridge ; and on the 
Maryland side from the Potomac to the Eastern 
branch near Bladensburgh and thence along the 
heights to a point nearly opposite Alexandria — a 
circuit of 33 miles. The garrison necessary for 
these works was fixed by his corps commanders at 
36,000 — Generals Thomas and Hitchcock, however, 
advised that 65,000 were req^uired — but McClellan 
left only 18,000 uiferior troops under an inferior 
general, Wordsworth, named iudeed by Lincoln 
himseH. He did, it is true, argue that he had 
left 73,000 because he included troops at Warren- 
ton, at Manassas (4,600 under Abercrombie, of 
Williams’ Division of Banks’ Army), in the 
Shenandoah Valley, including Blenker’s 7,000 
men &n route to join Erdmont, and along the 
Potomac — of course not including Erdmont in 
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West Virgmia and McDowell’s I. Corps ; but, even 
so, 73,000 cannot be found, and tbe President 
naturally regarded tbe 18,000 only as left. 
McClellan had not fulfilled the condition. 

As the Government had accepted the Monroe 
plan, a change came on March 16 over Banks’ 
plans ; he had already detached Sedgwick’s Divi- 
sion to McClellan, and now, to render Washing- 
ton more secure, he, by McClellan’s orders, retired 
Shields on Winchester, and despatched his other 
division under Williams eastward for Manassas. 
Ashby incorrectly reported Shields as being very 
weak, and consequently Jackson, marching 36 miles 
in two days, brought on the battle of Kerns- 
town, with the sole object of recalling as many 
Eederals as possible into the Talley, which is the 
keynote of all Jackson's operations in the Talley 
campaign. 

BATTLE OP KEENSTOWN, MAEOH 23 

The Southerners numbered 3,400 infantry, 
290 cavalry, and 27 guns against Shields’ 7,000 
(Kellogg says 11,000), mcluding 750 cavalry and ’ 
24 guns. Jackson would have waited till the 
next day had not his position been visible to the 
enemy, who held a strong position on both sides 
of the turnpike; his plan of battle was to hold 
them on the turnpike with 'half mounted 

men, detach the other half to cover his left, and 
turn Shields’ right by moving along the high 
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ridge with Ms main body. In spite of the 
Eederal guns on Pritchard’s Hill, the Confederates 
gained the ridge, taking post behind a wall just 
as a strong body of Eederals fell on them from 
the north. A fierce conflict ensued. The Eederals, 
leaving only a small force to contain Ashby on 
the turnpike, moved more men to the ridge, 
and broke the Confederate line. Jackson’s men, 
covered by their cavalry on the left, fell back 
sullenly along the road southwards, with the 
loss of 2 guns and 700 men ; the Eederals had lost 
590 men. 

Comments . — ^Note Jackson’s excellent tactics in 
moving in strength along the ridge. The real 
danger was that the Eederals might have held 
his left and moved in force along the turnpike. 
Jackson’s tactics much like those of Havelock at 
Cawnpore, 1857. 

The Confederate, defeated tactically, had suc- 
ceeded strategically, for Kernstown had alarmed 
Lincoln for the safety of Washington, with the 
following effects : Williams was recalled on 
Winchester; Blenker’s Division, unjustifiably 
detached by the President from McClellan, was 
directed on March 31 to move across the Yalley 
to join Er6mont in West Virginia; McDowell’s 
Corps, also detached from McClellan, was halted 
at Manassas, 40,000 strong. In Ropes’ opinion 
this action of the President was justifiable ; in 
Henderson’s view foolish, because, he says, the 
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best way to secure Washington was to strengthen 
McClellan, Totally indefensible, however, were 
the five separate commands which the President 
and Mr. Stanton then constituted — namely, 
McClellan in the Yorktown Peninsula, McDowell 
in the Department of the Rappahannock, the 
pugnacious Banks in the Valley, Pr^mont in 
West Virginia, and the Governor of Port Monroe 
(this last was specially absurd), besides detach- 
ments under Burnside and Sherman, on the 
eastern coast. The above withdrawal of McDowell, 
the first of his series of withdrawals, ordered on 
April 3, was particularly important, because 
McClellan had meant him to land on the north 
bank of the York River, and turn Yorktown. 

Banks, having arrived in person, leisurely 
pursued with Shields’ and Williams’ Divisions 
up the Valley, where Jackson took up a position 
at Rude’s Hill, just south of Mount Jackson, 
effectually checking the Pederal advance, and 
attaining his main object, which was to detain as 
many of the enemy as possible from helping 
McClellan. At this period General Edward Johnson 
(Confederate), with 2,800 men near Staunton — to 
which place he had retired owing to Benjamm’s 
interference with Jackson's arrangements at 
Romney — was preparing for Milroy and Schenck, 
who were approaching with 6,000 men from 
Pr6mont’s West Virginian Army, which, with 
headquarters at Pranklin, totalled 16,000, when 
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Joined (on May 11) by Blenker’s Lmsion. The 
idea of this Eederal general was to capture 
Staunton, a Confederate ddp6t, in concert with 
Banks, secure there the Virginia Central Railway, 
and thence more to Knoxville in East Tennessee 
— a project very dear to President Lincoln. 

Meantime, McClellan, having embarked at 
Washington, March 17, landed, April 2, at Port 
Monroe with 68,000 men and 100 guns — ^namely, 
Sedgwick’s Division of Sumner’s II, Corps, 
Porter and Hamilton’s Divisions of Heintzel- 
man’s III, Corps, Keyes’ IV, Corps (of which 
Casey’s Division was as yet unable to move), 
and the Reserve, consisting of Sykes’ Regular 
Brigade, the Regular Artillery Reserve, and 
Stoneman’s Cavalry. 

He then reckoned not only on McDowell’s 
40,000 troops landing on the left bank of the River 
York, and thus dealing with Gloucester and turn- 
ing Torktown, but also on the fleet, which, however, 
gave no help, owing to some misimderstanding, 
and to the necessity of watching the Merrimaoi 
and indeed Plag-Ofdcer Goldsborough was fully 
occupied, nor could his vessels have in any case 
tackled the elevated batteries at Gloucester and 
Torktown (note the want of co-operation at Wal- 
cheren, 1809, and the hearty co-operation at the 
Ta-lu, 1904). He therefore had to rely only on 
the troops, who on April 4 moved thus: — Right 
Wing : The two diviaons of Heintzelman’s III. 
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Corps, Ayerill’s Cavalry, and Sedgwick’s Division 
of Stunner’s II. Corps — via Big Bethel andCockle- 
■ town on York^own ; Left wing : Couch’s and 
Smith’s Divisions of Keyes’ IV. Corps and a small 
; body of regular cavalry— Young’s Mill and 
i Warwick Court House, south-east of Lee’s Mill; 
i Eeserve : Hunt’s Eegular Artillery, Stoneman’s 
I Cavalry, and Sykes’ Eegular Infantry Brigade — 
j halted at Big Bethel. 

I On April 6 the Eederal right appeared before 

j Yorktown ; but the Federal left faEed to reach its 
I objective. Halfway House, a point between York- 

I town and Williamsburg which would have 

isolated the former place, and in fact it covered 
[ only 6 miles, being checked by thirty-six hours’ 
rain and by the Confederate works at Lee’s Mill, 

• Then followed a month’s delay on McClellan’s 

I part— April 6 to May 3— whilst in front of him 

stood a Confederate containing force of 13,000 men 
J under General J , JB. lHagruder, This officer held 
i; three lines of defence— (1) a Ime south of Warwick 
Court House and 7 miles south of Yorktown 

• from Ship’s Point to the mouth of the Warwick 
Eiver, protected on its right by the Merrimac, 

j and on its left by Yorktown and Gloucester, though 
j not effectually ; and therefore, on March 1, he had 
retired to his (2) line, which ran for 12 miles, 
Yorktown — ^Warwick Eiver— Mulberjy Island. 

I Line (3) was at Williamsburg, 11 miles higher up. 

1 As to the (2) line, its left was well protected 
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by Gloucester and Yorktown, at wMcb latter 
place tvo redoubts bad been added to the old 
British entrenchments of 1781 ; If miles to the 
south ran the Warwick River, which, twenty 
to thirty yards wide, flows south to the River 
James. On its banks were two mills with dams 
—namely, Wynne’s Mill, 3 miles from York- 
town, and Lee’s Mill, 6f miles from Yorktown. 
In addition were three other dams — ^Tipper 
Dam above Wynne’s Mill, Dam No. 1, and Dam 
No. 2 between the two mills — which, constructed 
by Magruder, backed up the water so as to be 
rmfordahle. Each dam was covered by artillery 
and earthworks, and along the rear of the line ran 
a military road ; at Lee’s Mill in particular were 
strong fortifications, and between the two mills 
lay a forest on the right bank. To this line led 
three roads — (1) Warwick road to Lee’s Mill, (2) 
a road to Wynne’s Mill, (3) Yorktown road. 

McClellan was ignorant not only of this formid- 
able line and of Magruder’s scanty numbers, but 
also of the topography of the Peninsula, for he 
relied on the incorrect map by Colonel Oram, en- 
gineer at Port Monroe, which map represented the 
Warwick River as running nearly parallel with 
the road up the Peninsula, instead of running 
across it from Yorktown. But McClellan’s worst 
error was in expecting to surround Yorktown (as 
Washington had surrounded it in 1781), and in 
expecting that his left would ea>sily cut in between 
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tliat place and WEliamsburg, because Magruder 
was sure to hold the line from York Eiyer to James 
Hirer, and not to shut himself up in Yorktown. 

The Northern commander’s delay, though he 
had fire or six times as many troops as his oppo- 
nent, can be explained only by his constant 
hope that the President would ultimately allow 
McDowell to be transported to the left bank of 
the York Riyer, where his presence would com- 
pel the Confederate detachment to retire. The 
President, however, not agreeing with McClellan’s 
idea that Banks’ Shenandoah troops could be 
looked on as protecting Washington, rightly from 
his point of view retained McDowell’s corps south 
of the capital, April 8 ; this was the first retention 
of McDowell, and was caused by the Battle of 
Kernstown. Military writers say that to reinforce 
McClellan with McDowell was the best way of 
protecting Washington; Ropes, however, disagrees. 
On April 6 the general was informed of this re- 
tention, which no doubt seriously hampered his 
plans, but even as it was, with the great superiority 
he possessed, he should between April 5 and 10 have 
crushed Magruder. The fact is that, as usual with 
him, he over-estimated Magruder* s numbers, and 
on the last-named date General Joseph B. Johnston's 
men — e.g. J). S. Sill's Division — began to arrive, 
though the general himself did not appear till 
April 15, when he assumed command of Magruder 
in the Peninsula and of Suger at Norfolk. 

4 
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McClellan, instead of attacking, clung to Ms 
flanking operations along tke left of tke York 
Eiver, and for this purpose asked for Erank- 
lin’s Division of McDowell’s corps to deal with 
Cloucester. Accordingly, on April 20, Eranklin’s 
Division reached Cheeseman’s Creek near Ship 
Point below Torktown, and consumed fourteen 
days in making arrangements for landing on the 
Cloncester side, and by that time Gloucester had 
been evacuated, and so Pranklin did not land 
north of the York Eiver. 

During this month, April 6 to May 3, McClellan, 
fearing to assail the Warwick Eiver, besieged York- 
town, for which he was prepared, because he 
had a siege train. He did indeed make one effort to 
break the line of the river — namely, on April 16, 
when General William P. Smith’s Division of 
Keyes’ IV. Corps crossed midway between Lee’s 
and Wynne’s Mills, but had to retire; the Con- 
federates employed rifle-pits, and the attack lacked 
vigour. 

Beiails of the Action on April 16. — ^This action 
occurred at Dam Ho. 2 — ^Dam No. 1 in Webb’s 
"Peninsula” — midway between the two mills. 
The dam was covered by a one-gun Confederate 
battery. Smith reconnoitered with some troops, 
who fired on the enemy; meantime Lieutenant 
Noyes crossed the Warwick Eiver below the dam 
within 50 yards of the Confederate works, and 
reported , to McClellan, whereupon Smith pushed 
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200 men of tlie 3rd Vermont across under Captain 
Harrington, who, under a close fire, gained the 
Confederate rifle-pits and held them for half an 
hour, but, as the enemy came up, Harrington, about 
4 p.m.jhad to recross the rirer, with a loss of 76 men. 

A little later Colonel Lord at the same place, 
being met by a heavy fire, could not reach the 
rifle-pits and retired ; Colonel Stoughton also made 
an abortive attempt at the dam. The whole opera- 
tion was not vigorous enough to succeed. Hopes 
says that Smith would have succeeded but for 
McClellan’s restraint. Note the failure to support 
Harrington, and compare the similar cases of the 
Alma, 1854, and of Upton’s attack at Spottsyl- 
vania, 1864. 

All this time the siege of Yorktown was being 
skilfully conducted, fire being opened on May 1, 
and the fleet watching the MerrimaG in the James 
River; and on May 3 General Johnston^ having 
gained a month, wisely abandoned Yorktown, 
the Warwick River, and Gloucester. Thus the 
President’s action and Pranklin’s delay led to 
failure on the Gloucester side, and McClellan’s 
delay to failure on the Yorktown side. Por in- 
formation purposes the latter employed Mr. 
Pinkerton’s Agency, the accuracy of whose re- 
ports may be judged by one case — it reported 
the numbers of the Confederates on May 3 as 
120,000 ; they were 53,000. 

The Confederates retired on Williamsburg, 
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and on May 4 the Eederals followed, Stoneman’s 
cavalry encountering Oeneral J. B. B. Stuart, the 
celebrated Southern horseman, at the thirteen re- 
doubts (Eort Magruder, etc,), which stretched east 
of Williamsburg, right across the Peninsula. The 
infantry came up under the temporary command 
of Sumner of the II. Corps, McClellan having 
stopped at Yorktown to superintend the embarka- 
tion of Pranklin’s Division, which had landed 
on May 3, of Porter’s Division, and of the two 
divisions of Sumner’s II. Corps, for transit up 
the York Eiver. Sumner directed his left, i.e. 
Keyes’ IV. Corps, by the Lee’s Mill Eoad, and 
formed his right of Hooker’s Division and Kearney’s 
Division of Heintzelman’s III. Corps. Smith’s 
Division of the IV. Corps, stopped at Skiff Creek 
by a burnt bridge, turned to its right into the road 
at Halfway House, and thus got into the way of 
Hooker, who, in consequence, bent to his left and 
took the Hampton road, which road Smith was to 
have taken; whether this affected the pursuit is 
a matter of doubt. That night the Pederals were 
in presence of the enemy. 

The Confederate troops present were : General 
Longstreefs Division in six brigades with 22 guns. 
General JD. JEC. SilVs Division in four brigades, 
and General J, B. B. Stnarfs Cavalry Brigade in 
four regiments with one battery. Note the Con- 
federates had not yet adopted the Army Corps 
organisation. 



THE CAMPAIGN OF 1862 


63 


BATTLE OF WILLIAMSBUEG, MAY 5 

This battle was fought by Sumner on the one 
side, and by Longstreet on the other, Johmton 
allowing him to command. It was without a 
plan, and without much result ; and some blame 
McClellan for being absent, some blame Sumner 
for bad leading. Hooter, acting on orders received 
from McClellan at Yorktown- — ^note this curious 
idea of discipline— began the battle at 7.30 a.m., 
without reference to Sumner, pressing on in spite 
of mud and rain. Before him was Fort Magruder, 
at the junction of the left or Hampton road with 
the Yorktown road, on which was Smith; on 
either side of Fort Magruder were several redoubts 
resting on two creeks, with a clearing in front, 
and these formed a strong barrier. The approach 
was bad for the Federals; the woods impeded 
their artillery, and the little clearings were full 
of Confederate rifle-pits. 

At 9 a.m. Fort Magruder was silenced, and 
Hooker, by his right, communicated with the 
troops on the Yorktown road ; but at 11 a.m. 
Longstreefs Division, issuing from Fort Magruder, 
fell on Hooker’s centre and left so fiercely that at 
11.30 a.m. the latter sent to Heintzelman, his 
corps commander, for reinforcements. The de- 
spatch was handed to Sumner, who ordered 
Kearney’s Division of the III. Corps to rein- 
force Hooker, though Casey’s Division of Keyes’ 
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IV. Corps was nearer. In fact, Hooker struggled 
witkout support from 7.30 a.m. to 12 noon, and 
it was not till 2 p.m. tkat Kearney arrived in 
direct support, witk Couck on tke rigkt flank. 

Hooker’s isolation was due to Sumner’s idea of 
turning tke enemy’s left. Informed tkat a redoubt 
on tke Confederate left covering Queen’s Creek 
seemed abandoned, ke sent Hancock’s brigade of 
Smith’s Division against it. Hancock crossed tke 
dam and occupied tke work about 12 noon, 
Longstreet's attention being occupied by Hooker. 
Hancock attacked, and took two or three other 
works in kis front, but retired on tke original 
redoubt as ke got no reinforcements; late in tke 
afternoon Johnston (Webb’s “ Peninsula,” p. 79) 
ordered D. U. Sill and Sarly to drive away 
Hancock, who, however, inflicted loss on them 
to the number of 400 ; at 6 p.m. Casey arrived in 
rear of Couck, and Ceneral McClellan appeared 
on tke fleld. Tke combatants remained all night 
facing each other. 

Tactical Gommmts . — Tke tactics were not good. 
Sumner was'.distracted by Hooker’s serious fighting ; 
he could not reinforce Hancock from Smith, for, 
until Couck appeared. Smith alone formed the 
centre. Hooker’s peril on tke left baJBled Sumner’s 
plan on tke right. There was want of concerted 
action, and tke only excellent operation was 
Hancock’s vigorous attack. Tke work of the 
Pederal StafE was not effectual; tke Confederates 
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were not pressed hard enough, because the men 
were tired, rations and ammunition ran short, and 
mud hampered any rapid movement. The Pederals 
lost 2,283 men and 5 guns ; the Confederates lost 
1,560 men. 


OHAPTEE VI 


TEM VALLEY CAMPAIGN AFTER KEBNSTOWN 

M eantime, in the Valley, Banks, with the 
Divisions of Williams and Shields, 20,000 
strong, advanced to Harrisonhurg ; JachsoUi vrith a 
force now raised to 6,000, of whom one-third were 
cavalry, rapidly retiring to Swift Enn Gap in 
Elk Enn Valley, and transferring his base from 
Stannton to Gordonsville. He thus connected 
with EwelVs 8,000 men whom Johnston, during his 
retirement on Eichmond, had left at Stanards- 
ville, and also menaced Banks’ flank if the latter 
made any move on Staunton. President Eavk on 
JOee’s advice, in view of the fact that McDowell 
on April 19 moved his corps — to which Abercrombie 
at Manassas Junction had been transferred from 
Banks — on Predericksburg with the obvious in- 
tention of co-operating with McClellan ia the 
Peninsula, placed Ewell and Edward Johnson, 
April 29, under Jackson's command. At this 
period the combatants were thus posted : Mc- 
Olellan near Yorktown opposing Johnston and 
Magruder, McDowell at Predericksburg opposing 
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General J. E. Anderson's containing force of 
12,000 men, Ewell at Stanardsville, Edward 
Johnson near Staunton, and Jackson at Swift Run 
Gap; this last officer had to deal with Saxton 
(7,000) at Harper’s Perry, Banks at Harrisonburg, 
and Pr6mont at Pranklin with an advanced guard 
under Milroy and Schenck moving against Edward 
Johnson. 

Generals Lee and Jackson then discussed three 
possible lines of action which would relieve the 
situation, viz. : (1) Leave Ewell in Swift Run Gap 
to hold Banks, whilst Jackson with Edward John- 
son attacked Milroy ; (2) Jackson and Ewell to 
operate against Banks’ rear by the Luray-New- 
market road; (3) Jackson and Ewell to operate 
against Banks’ rear by moving east of the Blue 
Ridge and then through the Manassas Gap. The 
first course was preferred, mainly because Prd- 
mont’s troops, though farther off, were less con- 
centrated than Banks’, and Ewells having been 
brought up to Swift Run Gap, Jackson marched 
his own force up river to Port Republic, then 
through Brown’s Gap to Mechum’s Station (as if 
bound for Richmond), and on by rail to Staunton : 
this difficult route was selected with a view of 
taking Milroy by surprise, and also of mystifying 
Banks. Another, and perhaps unintended, effect 
of the movement on Mechum’s Station was that the 
President, in alarm for the capital, halted McDowell 
at Prederioksburg and transferred Shields’ Division 
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from Banks to that officer. This the second reten- 
tion of McDowell was ordered on May 3. 

Jaefsson, moving west from Staunton, joined 
Edward Johnson^ and on May 8 they struck Fre- 
mont’s advanced troops under Milroy and Schenck 
in the Battle of McDowell Village. That village 
is approached by the road from Staunton running 
in a defile between Sitlington’s Hill on the south 
and Hull’s Hill on the north, and crossing the Bull 
Pasture River by a bridge raked by four Federal 
guns. On Hull’s Hill were some Federal rifles 
with two guns, but the distance was too great for 
them ; on rising ground west of the bridge were 
some infantry and a battery ; troops lay on the 
river-bank and round McDowell. Sitlington’s 
Hill was a fine position for his guns, but Jaekson 
would not bring them up because — (1) he wanted 
to conceal his numbers ; (2) it was difficult to drag 
them up; (3) in case of defeat they would be 
lost; (4) he meant to send during the night a 
turning force wdth guns north-east round Hull’s 
Hill, cut Milroy’s retreat to Franklin, and crush 
him between his own and the turning force. In 
fact, he merely meant to contain the enemy on 
the 8th, but Milroy wisely took the offensive, 
crossing his men by the bridge in order to seize 
Sitlington’s Hill. however, occupied the 

crest in a pronounced curve with the convexity 
towards the Federals, and on this hill desperate 
fighting 'followed, the steepness of the height 
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giving the usual advantage to the attack and the 
usual disadvantage to the defence. The battle 
lasted from 4.30 to 8.30 p.m., when the Federals 
retired. Two of their guns over the river and one 
on Hull’s Hill had fired all the time, but without 
any effect. The numbers on either side were 
about 6,000, and the attacker lost fewer men, the 
figures being 498 Confederates and 266 Federals. 
There was no immediate pursuit, because cavalry 
could not act in that terrain ; and Milroy and 
Sohenck rapidly fell back on Fremont at Franklin, 
covered by the smoke of the forests which they 
fired, as was done in Portugal in 1811, and by 
Tantia Topi in the Mutiny, and by Botha in 1900 ; 
the Confederate general followed without much 
effect. Meantime, in the Torktown Peninsula 
Johnston had retired before McClellan, whilst the 
Rivers York and James passed under Federal 
control, the Southern vessel Merrvmao having 
been destroyed on May 11. This famous vessel 
had been sunk by the Federals when they aban- 
doned Norfolk ; the Confederates raised and re- 
fitted her as an ironclad. On March 8, 1862, in 
Hampton Roads she damaged the Federal vessels, 
but on March 9 the Federal ironclad appeared 
and neutralised her. 

Jaehson then countermarched and, nid Lebanon 
Springs, made for Harrisonburg, whence Banks 
had fallen back on Strasburg, Jaehson taking 
care to render impassable all roads by which 
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Eremont, whom Blenker joined May 11, could 
reach the southern part of the valley, and thus 
isolating Banks. The fact was that the President 
had lost faith in Banks and so Shields’ Division 
— 11,000 strong— was on May 12 marched off vid 
Eront Royal to join McDowell at Eredericksburg, 
and Banks himself with his remaining division 
under Williams, whose position at Harrisonburg 
was too exposed, was directed on Strasburg, 
which place he reached on May 13. It would 
have been wiser to fall back on Winchester and 
hold Strasburg and Eront Royal with detach- 
ments, for thus Banks would have escaped the 
influence of the parallel obstacle, the Massa- 
nuttons. It is, moreover, curious that this re- 
inforcing of McDowell was the undoing of 
McClellan’s plan, because delay was necessary 
to get supplies for Shields, and in the interval 
JaoJcson won Eront Royal. 

In the middle of May the Eederals were full 
of hope. New Orleans had fallen, May 1, 1862 ; 
the Battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862, had given 
them the control of the Upper Mississippi 
River ; McClellan was nearing Richmond, the 
Eederal gunboats on the James River had to be 
checked by a boom constructed at Drewry’s Bluff ; 
McDowell, plus Shields, was preparing to move 
from Eredericksburg on Richmond, for the 
President had regained courage when Jackson 
had marched westwards. The question was, 
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Would Jacicsm's couuterstifoie at Banks save 
the situation? 

That general, joined by half Bwell from Swift 
Eun Gap, passed through Harrisonburg on to 
Newmarket, whilst the other half of Hwell moved 
on Luray ; total numbers about 16,000 or 17,000, 
including 1,200 cavalry and 48 guns. Jacksm, 
having despatched Ashby’s cavalry down the 
turnpike to act as a screen in front of Banks, 
then turned east over the Massanuttons and 
joined JEhoell at Luray, whence the whole army 
inarched down the Luray or Page road towards 
Pront Boyal, where was Colonel Kenly with 
a detachment from Banks of 1,000 men and 2 
guns, having no scouts up the Luray Valley. 
The latter, with about 6,800 men and 16 guns, 
2,000 being cavalry, lay entrenched at Strasburg, 
expecting an attack from the south ; he occupied 
Winchester with a detachment of 1,600 men. 
On May 28 took place the combat of Pront 
Eoyal. Jackson’s foot fell on Kenly’s front, 
whilst Colonel Mournoy, with 250 horse, turned 
his right, and, as Kenly fled north through Cedar- 
ville along the Winchester road, Flournoy Iwoke 
both cavalry and infantry, capturing 600 of the 
latter, with 2 guns, Kenly was annihilated. 
Meantime Ashby (who from in front of Strasbui’g 
had rejoined Jackson by difficult paths over the 
Massanuttons) had moved more to the left and 
cut the railway half-way between Strasbnrg and 
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Eront Eioyal. In tMs conabat note the effect of sur- 
prise and of cavalry action — Kenly had no cavalry 
at first (two companies joined during the combat). 

Banks at Strasburg had four courses open to 
him : (1) Stop at Strasburg and wait for Er^mont 
from Eranklin; (2) break through Jackson at 
Eront Royal ; (3) retire on Winchester : (4) cross 
the Little North Mountain to the River Potomac. 
He chose the third course, and moved, on 
May 24, along the Winchester road, losing 
on the way large supplies. Jackson himself 
with Ashby pursued by the turnpike, whilst 
JEwell took the road from Eront Royal to Win- 
chester; but the chase was not so effective as 
it should have been, because Ashby's men dis- 
persed in order to pillage. 

Next day, May 26, saw the Battle of Win- 
chester, In this battle the numbers, according 
to Allan’s “Valley Campaign,” were 6,400 
Eederals, 16,000 Confederates. 

The Division of Ceneral Williams consisted of 
two infantry brigades, i.e. of Donelly’s Brigade 
of three regiments (numbering 1,700), and of 
Cordon’s Brigade of five regiments (numbering 
2,968). It also included 1,500 cavalry under 
Broadhead and Hatch. The guns numbered 16 
in three batteries. 

The Division of Q-eneral Jackson consisted of 
three infantry brigades, under Winder, Qamfbell, 
and Taliaferro respectively. 
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The division of General Mmell consisted of 
four brigades, under Taylor, Trimble, Blzey, 
and Scott respectively. 

The cavalry were commanded by Ashby and 
Stuart. As to guns, there were 48 in eleven 
batteries. 

The Federal position was well chosen, their 
right on the turnpike and” west of it, their left 
on the Front Eoyal road ; “ the line of defence ran 
along a broken ridge, lined in many places with 
stout stone walls, and protected in front by the 
winding reaches of Abraham’s Creek ” (Henderson, 
vol. i. p. 338). Early in the morning the Stone- 
wall Brigade attacked Banks’ right in a severe 
contest, for the enemy were ably led by General 
Gordon. : Bwell also moved up to strike, whilst 
Jackson carried out a turning movement against 
Gordon’s right. In this quarter a charge of 
Federal cavalry cost them dear; and then the 
turning force, the Stonewall men and the reserve, 
swept the Federals through the streets of Win- 
chester along the road to Williamsport on the 
Eiver Potomac. They escaped with less loss 
than might be expected, because Ashby had not 
yet been able to get his men in from their 
pillaging, and because BwelVs cavalry leader 
{Stuart) refused to pursue until Jackson’s order 
to do so came to him through Bwell. That night 
and next day Banks crossed the Potomac. He 
should not have fought, and his utter rout had 
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great strategic results— it Lad paralysed Mc- 
Clellan’s plan of campaign and sared Eich- 
mond ; it alarmed President Lincoln, and 
McDowell was withdrawn for the third time 
(on May 24 in consequence of Pront Eoyal) from 
helping McClellan, and ordered to send Shields’ 
DiTision to co-operate in the Valley with Pr^mont 
in intercepting Jachson — ^the former with 10,000 
vid Pront Eoyal, the latter with 16,000 vid 
Wardensville. Pr4mont was at first on May 24 
directed on Harrisonburg. McDowell and Mc- 
Clellan objected, the former observing that the 
main thing was to mass large forces against 
Eichmond; Pr^mont soon found he could not 
reach Harrisonburg by roads which Jackson had 
obstructed, and therefore chose the above-named 
route. Eopes condemns this plan of the Presi- 
dent, especially the stopping of McDowell’s 
march southwards from Predericksburg, originally 
ordered for May 26, and says a chance of 
capturing Eichmond was thrown away, for 
McDowell would have raised McClellan to 
150,000 (to arrive at effective numbers in the 
case of the Pederals you must deduct one-fifth). 

On his side, Jachson, knowing Saxton with 7,000 
men was at Harper’s Perry, moved on the place 
slowly, because he had to arrange about stores 
captured at Winchester. He then — May 29 — 
learnt of the converging movements of Pr^mont 
and Shields to intercept him at Strasburg, and 
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his uansual slowness at thus period gave them 
some chance. In fact, Ms 16,000 men wei*e 
threatened not only hy Fremont and Shields with 
their 26,000, hut also hy Banks’ 7,000, Saxton’s 
7,000, and hy the rest of McDowell, i.e, 20,000 
(not reckoning SMelds or McCall, the latter’s 
diyision being about to Join McClellan by water), 
who were moving along the Manassas Gap railway 
in rear of Shields. The distances were : Shields 
12 miles from Strasburg, Fr6mont 20 miles, 
Jmhsm at Winchester 18 miles, with his Stone- 
wall Brigade near Harper’s Ferry, 43 miles. 
The Southern general, therefore, to escape the 
blow, rapidly countermarched through Winchester 
and Strasburg, June 1 ; whilst Frdmont and Shields 
slowly approached the latter place— -slowly, because 
each was ignorant of the other’s movements. Their 
indecision was fatal, and Jackson avoided the 
blow without the loss of a waggon. The Federal 
failure illustrates not only the evil of divided 
command, but also the selection of a point of 
interception too near the enemy’s army, the same 
error as the French Emperor committed in 1814 
when he struck against Prince Schwartzenberg’s 
rear at Plancy. The retreat up the turnpike 
was viewed by SMelds and Fremont as they came 
into connection at Strasburg. 

The two Federal generals then pursued, Fre- 
mont by the turnpike, and Shields by the Luray 
road, effectually separated by the parallel obstacles 
6 
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of the Massanuttons and the South Pork, for 
Jachson took care to burn the bridges of White 
House, Columbia, and Conrad’s Store, and to 
secure the only remaining bridge of Port Republic 
with a party of cavalry. On the main road the 
retreat was covered by Ashby fiercely contesting 
with Premont’s horsemen, but on June 6 that 
intrepid sabreur met his death in an action near 
Harrisonburg : it was a heavy loss for the South. 
His containing operations may well be likened 
to Graufurd’s action on the River Coa, 1810, with 
4,600 men against Mass6na’s army. 

Jackson^s force numbered about 13,000, of whom 
part under Hwell occupied Cross Keys, and part 
under the general himseK held Port Republic, 
i.e. his trains in Port Republic and the troops 
on the heights west of the South Pork, with 
cavalry watching either Pederal general, and 
with a signal station on the southern end of the 
Massanuttons; whilst Pr^mont at Harrisonburg 
did not locate the enemy till the evening of 
June 7, and Shields on the Luray road, with 
his brigades dangerously strung out (because he 
heard that Long street might burst into the Yalley 
from the east), was hurrying up, expecting to 
crush the Confederate leader between himself and 
his coadjutor. Jackson, on interior lines, planned 
to defeat them in detail, and the terrain suited 
his purpose ; the North and South Rivers forming 
the South Pork Join at Port Republic; over the 



the campaign AETEE KEENSTOWN 67 


North. Eiver was the Port Eepuhlic bridge, but 
over the South Eiver were only two difficult 
fords; aud north of Port Eepublic on the west 
bank bluffs commanded the eastern bank. The 
plan was 'to hold Fremont on the west, and to 
crush Shields on the east, then recross and deal 
with Frdmont; this plan, however, was thrown 
out by Frdmont’s advance against Ewell at 
Gross Keys on June 8 (Battle of Cross Keys). 
Ewell had about 6,000, Fremont about 12,000, 
with far more guns and cavalry. Meantime a 
serious incident had occurred at Port Eepublic: 
Shields’ advanced troops had moved unseen 
through the forest {Jachson’s signallers on the 
mountain had been recalled, and his cavalry 
scouts failed), and, fording the South Eiver, 
entered Port Eepublic and nearly captured their 
redoubted adversary. His trains were in danger, 
but, having galloped across the bridge, he brought 
up troops and cleared the town, driving Shields’ 
men over the South Eiver to Lewiston. 

At Cross Keys Fr6mont did not act vigorously. 
He moved his left against EwelVs right in the 
thickets : the Confederate brigadier allowed them 
to approach within sixty paces before he fired. 
The Federals retired, and, as they did not seem 
inclined to attack again, the brigadier outflanked 
their left and drove it back on their guns. The 
defeat of his left caused Frdmont to withdraw 
his right and centre. The approach of night 
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forl>ade any idea of pursuit of the repulsed army. 
The tactical lessons are: Eolly of not using 
one’s full strength ; fire-discipline, and counter- 
stroke. 

Jackson's “audacious” (Allan) plan for next 
day, June 9, was to hold Er6mont on the west 
with part of his force, rout Shields’ advanced guard 
with his main body, then recross and defeat 
Er4mont; he therefore that night constructed a 
bridge of waggons across the South River at Port 
Republic. 

June 9 saw the Battle of Port Republic. In 
this battle the Confederates numbered at first 
1,200, but as the day wore on they had 6,000 in 
the field ; whilst Shields’ advanced guard, 3,000 to 
4,000 strong, held a strong position — their right 
on the South Pork, centre at Lewiston or Lewis 
House, their left across the Luray road and in the 
woods ; several guns strengthened their centre and 
left. The Federal commander, Tyler, was vigor- 
ous, and Jackson’s first attack with 1,200 men 
against Tyler’s right was severely repulsed. The 
reinforcements that arrived across the waggon 
bridge Jackson detached to his right through the 
woods in order to turn Tyler’s left and threaten 
his guns. Meantime Bwell was with difficulty 
crossing the awkward waggon bridge, and Jackson’s 
original force of 1,200 — Le. the Stonewall Brigade, 
under Winder, on the left between the Luray 
road and the South Fork — was hardly pressed by 
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the energetic Tyler, and finally broken and forced 
back. Part of Mjoell coming up rainly assailed 
the left of the attacking Federals ; the day seemed 
lost, when Jackson’s right, passing through the 
woods, fell on Tyler’s left, carried his guns, and 
endangered his retreat, though not without desper- 
ate fighting. Tyler at once recalled his victorious 
right. A general advance drove him and Shields 
in retreat north along the Luray road. 

Jackson had soon seen that he could not hope 
to beat Fremont as well as Tyler, and, during the 
contest with the latter, he retired the force in 
front of Frdmont over the Port Republic Bridge, 
which was then burnt. The Federal general 
slowly occupied the heights west of the South 
Fork, but not till the battle was over. It was 
to avoid the fire of his batteries that Jackson took 
the forest path to Brown’s Gap, which he reached 
at midnight. 

At Port Republic the Confederate general 
attacked too soon, and with insufOLcient numbers ; 
strategically, however, this battle and the pre- 
ceding one of Cross Keys had great results. 
McDowell, who had again, on Jackson retiring up 
the valley, been ordered to move towards McClellan, 
was for the fourth time held back; nor did Mc- 
Clellan himself fail to feel the effect of Jackson’s 
success. He had leisurely followed Johnston’s 
leisurely retreat from Williamsburg on Richmond. 
His great army, 110,000 strong, based on White 
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House, lay on either side of the River Chickahominy 
waiting for McDowell— an unfavom’ahle position, 
and yet hardly to he avoided if co-operation with 
McDowell was to be secured. It was in this 
position that on May 31 and June 1 he was 
heavily attacked by Johmton in the Battles of 
Seven Pines and Pair Oaks; in the course of 
these indecisive actions Johmton was wounded, 
and Lee became General-in-Chief in the field. 
Thus Jackson, by causing McDowell to be retained, 
compelled McClellan to occupy an unfavourable 
position. 

Lee and Jackson then planned for the latter to 
march to Richmond and strike McClellan on his 
right, which, as White House was his base, was 
his strategic flank ; whilst Lee himself contained 
the enemy’s left on the Richmond side of the 
Chickahominy River. With this end in view, it 
was needful to keep off McDowell and to induce 
Pr^mont to believe that Jackson was pursuing in 
person; reinforcements, therefore, were ostenta- 
tiously despatched from Richmond westwards; 
Jackson's own cavalry followed Prdmont far down 
the valley, and in all ways he tried to create the 
impression that he desired. Meantime for five 
days he rested his infantry at Mount Meridian, 
and then, starting on June 17, rapidly marched 
for Richmond, vid Gordonsville, reaching Ashland 
Station June 26. So ignorant were the Northern 
generals of the move, that McDowell was now for 
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the fifth and last time withdrawn from McClellan 
and placed with Erdmont and Banks under General 
Pope, whose orders were to act against Stomwall 
JacJcson in the Gordonsville district ; hut on 
June 26 McClellan learnt that his ubiquitous foe 
was on his right flank. 



CHAPTER VII 


TES SEVEN DAYS' BATTLES 

T WILL now resume tlie account of McClellan’s 
Peninsular operations from the Battle of 
Williamsburg (May 6) to their close. The Division 
of Eranklin, that of Porter, and the II. Corps of 
Sumner proceeded in transports up river to West 
Point, near which place they had a brush with 
the retiriag Confederates on May 7. The retreat 
of the latter over the Chickahominy towards 
Richmond, and their abandonment of ISTorfolk, 
necessitated the destruction, on May 11, of the 
Mernmao, which could not ascend the James, 
and also opened that river to Eederal gunboats 
as far as the enemy’s works at Drewry’s Bluff. 

The Eederals, meantime marching up the 
Peninsula and connecting with their troops at 
West Point, established themselves by May 21 
on either side of the railway east of the Ohicka- 
hominy, with their base at White House and 
within twelve miles of Richmond — on the right, 
the two newly formed army corps, the V. under 
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Porter and the VI. -ander Eranklin ; in the 
centre, Sumner’s II. Corps ; on the left, Keyes* 
IV. Corps; in reserve, Heintzelman’s III. Corps; 
and, on the extreme right, Stoneman’s cavalry. 
McClellan states that his position, based on the 
Pamunkey instead of one based on the James, 
was forced on him by the fact that McDowell 
was to join him by land and not by water. 
The last-named general, reinforced by Shields’ 
Division of Banks’ Shenandoah Army up to 
4i0,000 men, with 100 guns, had been, as we 
have seen, on May 17, ordered by the President 
to move md Culpeper Court House and 
Eredericksburg on Richmond. In his path lay 
only a containing force of 12,000 Confederates 
under Generals Branch and J. B. Anderson-, 
but as supplies for Shields were lacking, McDowell 
delayed his march and never resumed it, because 
of the effect of the action of Eront Royal 
(May 23). To render a junction with this 
general eventually possible, and to secure his 
own right flank, McClellan, however, on May 27, 
despatched General Porter with 12,000 men, vid 
Meehanicsville, on Hanover Court House, near 
which place, after a sharp engagement with 
Branch’s men, he destroyed several bridges and 
much of the railways, and then returned. 

McClellan had meantime, that is between 
May 23 and 26, crossed part of his army over 
the Chickahominy, a river forty-five feet wide, 
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three deep, lined with muddy hanks and liable 
to floods. This stream then divided the 110,000 
Eederals and their 280 guns — the left wing lay 
west of the stream, namely, Keyes’ IV. Corps at 
Seven Pines, and Heintzelman’s III. Corps at 
Savage’s Station; the right wing lay east of 
the stream, namely, the Corps of Sumner, Pranklin, 
and Porter at Gaines Mill. 

On the other side, Geneml Johnston, dreading 
the approach of McDowell, at first meditated a 
blow on McClellan’s right, and, with this object, 
called up Suger's Norfolk troops from Petersburg, 
but on hearing (May 29) from Stuart of McDowell’s 
recall, decided to strike McClellan’s left. The 
result was the Battles of Seven Pines and Pair 
Oaks, May 31 and Jime 1. On the former day 
the two Pederal corps were driven back, but the 
arrival of Sumner’s II. Corps from the eastern 
bank checked the Confederate advance. On the 
latter day the Pederals assumed the offensive 
and regained their old position. Thus the battle 
had no effect, except that a severe wound in- 
capacitated Johnston and transferred the command 
of the Army of Northern Virginia to the cele- 
brated Molert B. Lee. 

There then ensued a pause in the operations, 
due to the terrible weather, which broke the 
Pederal bridges and caused the three corps of 
the left wing to depend solely on the railway 
bridge — ^in fact, now McClellan realised how 
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dangerous is a position astride a rirer in the 
presence of an able antagonist. 

During the first half of June the President 
reinforced McClellan by sending bim by water 
McCall’s Division of 10,000 men, from McDowell, 
and 11,000 other troops ; whilst President Davis 
also strengthened Lee with 20,000 men from 
the Southern States; and, on the 12th, Stuart, 
with 1,200 cavalry and horse artillery, started 
on his famous Pamunkey expedition via Ashland, 
Hanover Court House, and Tunstall’s Station, 
right round McClellan’s rear, then over the 
Chickahominy, and back to Richmond along the 
James River road. This raid inflicted great 
damage on the Pederal telegraphs and railroads, 
and sensibly lowered McClellan’s prestige, though, 
unfortunately for Lee, it also turned McClellan’s 
attention, more than ever, to the necessity of 
transferring his base from White House to the 
River J ames. Other reasons for this change of 
base have been alleged — the state of the roads 
to White House and the appearance of JacJeson 
on June 26. 

THE SEVEN DAYS’ BATTLES, JUNE 25 TO JULY I 

On June 25, the bridges having been repaired, 
the Pederals, 110,000 strong, of whom 90,000 
were effectives, were thus posted : south of the 
Chickahominy, near Seven Pines, Prankhn’s VI. 
Corps on the right, Sumner’s II. Corps in the 
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centre, Heintzelman’s III. Corps on the left, 
Keyes’ IV. Corps in reserve; north of the 
Chickahominy, near Gaines Mill, Porter’s V. Corps, 
with McCall’s Division, at Mechanicsville. To 
oppose them, Lee had 85,000 in nine divisions 
under Jachson, Longstreet, A. P. Sill, L. S. Sill, 
Magruder, Suger, Whiting, Swell, and Solmes, 
with Stnarfs cavalry, of whom this day 

was at Ashland Station, and the others were 
east and north-east of Richmond. 

On June 26 took place the first of the Seven 
Days’ Battles— the Battle of Mechanicsville. 
McCall there held a strong position, and as 
LacJison, owing to had maps, failed to connect, 
A. JP. Sill, with 14,000 men, foolishly crossed 
the Chickahominy and fought a stiff hut in- 
decisive action. None the less the knowledge 
that Jachson was on his right rear compelled 
McClellan, on June 27, to retire McCall on 
Porter at Gaines Mill (note that Porter then 
formed front to a flank). In the Battle of Gaines 
Mill or Cold Sarbour, Porter and McCall, 
23,000 strong, were attacked from the west by 
six divisions, 50,000 strong (that is, all Lee's 
troops, except Magruder, Suger, and Solmes, 
who, 27,000 strong, south of the river, skilfully 
contained the Pederal left, 67,000 strong), the 
divisions of Jachson and S. S. Sill circling 
round the Pederal right flank. A Pederal cavalry 
charge led, says General Porter, to the loss of 
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22 Eederal guns, and tLe whole force, except 
always Sykes’ regulars, was thrown into disorder, 
and its retreat over the Chickahominy secured 
only by the timely arriral of reinforcements 
from the corps south of the rirer. It has been 
suggested that McClellan could, with his powerful 
left, this day, or any other day since June 1, 
have burst into Eichmond; but in truth Lee 
had wrested the initiative from the cautious 
Federal commander, who also far over-estimated 
the Southern numbers. 

On June 28 McClellan carried out his previously 
conceived change of base from White House to 
Harrison’s Landing on the James; at the former 
place stores were burnt and railway trains fully 
loaded run into the river, whilst 6,000 waggons, 
the reserve artillery, and 2,600 cattle moved across 
the Chickahominy at Jones’ Bridge en route for 
the new base, and transports plied along the 
York and James rivers; the whole operation 
was immensely costly, but there was time to do 
it, because Lee was convinced that his opponent 
would retreat on Fort Monroe, and accordingly 
allowed Stuart to pursue Stoneman’s cavalry, vid 
White House, an error which saved McClellan. 

-From June 29 to July 1 the Federal Army 
was struggling to Malvern Hill pressed by the 
Confederates, who did not, however, succeed in 
cutting them off from their new base, partly 
because Stuart was absent, partly because Jackson 
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unaccountably delayed in crossing the Chicka- 
hominy, partly because of the Northerners’ 
devotion to their beloved chief, and partly be- 
cause of McClellan’s undoubted skill. Numerous 
stiff engagements occurred, e.g. Savage’s Station, 
White Oak Swamp, Glendale, in none of which 
was the decision decidedly in favour of Lee’s 
men, and the general result was that all the 
Federal forces attained Malvern Hill on July 1, 
which day saw the last of the Seven Hays’ 
Battles, i.e. Malvern Mill or Crew’s Farm, which 
is generally considered an error on Lee’s part ; 
he attacked, piecemeal, an enemy holding a very 
strong position, with far superior artillery and 
gunboats in the river. It should, however, be 
added that Allan, in his “Army of Northern 
Virginia,” contends that Lee’s action was sound, 
because the destruction of the Union Army was 
worth any risk. The result of the fighting 
was indecisive, and at the close of the day all 
the Eederals retired on their new base, Harrison’s 
Landing. During all this time, June 28 to 
July 1, Stuart, after pursuing Stoneman and 
destroying stores at White House, had been 
sweeping round over the Chickahominy at Long 
Bridge, and from July 2 to July 4 shelled the 
enemy’s camp at Harrison’s Landing. The losses 
in the above engagements were : Confederates, 
20,000 ; Eederals, 16,000 and 62 guns. 

The above operations give rise to the reflections 
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that sea-power is an inyaluable assistance to 
effecting a change of base; that, when an army 
is astride a river, a blow on the farther bank 
(Seven Pines and Fair Oaks) is nothing like so 
deadly as a blow on the hither bank (Gaines Mill) ; 
that topography is a most important matter — e.g. 
the Pederals had mapped out the White Oak 
Swamp, the Confederates were ignorant of it; 
and that an army may easily regret the absence 
of its horsemen. 


CHAPTER VIII 

THE OAMPAWN UFDEM GENERAL JOHN POPE 

rpO'WARDS tlie end of June the Eederal Army 
of Virginia was formed (see page 71), under 
General Pope; it consisted of I. Corps under Sigel 
vice Er6mont resigned, II. Corps under Banks, 
III. Corps under McDowell, with some cavalry 
under Buford and Bayard— total, 49,600. The 
general at once set to work to concentrate his 
separated forces. 

On July 11 the supreme command, under the 
President," of the Union land forces was vested 
in General Halleck, an incompetent man ; and 
in the middle of that month, as Pope made efforts 
to break the railway through Gordonsville, Lee 
sent to that district first Jachson and soon 
afterwards A. L. Sill, whose tinited numbers on 
July 27 were 26,000. 

The President now had to decide what to 
do with McClellan, whom he distrusted for his 
slowness and his democratic opinions. The best 

course would have been to direct him to capture 
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Petersburg, tbe key of Richmond, and to operate by 
the James River ; but instead of this he instructed, 
on August 3, that the army should embark for 
Acquia Greek and Alexandria. In consequence 
McClellan soon afterwards marched for Port 
Monroe, and, to cover his embarkation. General 
Pope, on August 8, pushed his leading troops — 
the corps of Banks — on Gordonsville. On the 
other side, Jackson was approaching in a slow 
march caused by his extreme reticence to his 
lieutenants, and on August 9 fought Banks in the 
Battle of Cedar Mountain, the latter numbering 
8,000 against 20,000. The Federal foolishly took 
the offensive, which failed, as also did a badly 
arranged cavalry charge ; but the arrival of fresh 
Federal troops rendered the action a mere tactical 
triumph for Jackson, who at once retired to the 
south bank of the Rapidan, whilst Pope occupied 
the north bank. About this time the Federal 
commander was reinforced by 8,00{J men of 
Burnside’s North Carolina force (see page 33), 
otherwise called Reno’s IX. Corps, who came by 
water to Acquia Creek. 

Lee himself, observing McClellan’s prepara- 
tions for embarkation — his army embarked on 
August 20, except Keyes’ IV. Corps, left as garrison 
at Fort Monroe — placed D. JST. Sill with 26,000 
men at Richmond, and himself, with Longstreet 
and Stuart i proceeded to join Jackson (total force, 
65,000), and thus opened what is styled 
6 
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THE SEOOHD MMTASSAS OE SECOND BULL EUN 
CAMPAIGN, AUGUST 13 TO SEPTEMBEE 2 

The Confederate general at first planned a 
very able turning moyement right round Pope’s 
left, which, however, miscarried owing to the 
capture of Stuarfs Adjutant-G-eneral with a letter 
showing that Lee himself had joined JhcAsow, 
and owing to a spy’s disclosing Lee’s plan to 
Pope. The latter, warned in time, wisely fell 
hack along the railroad over the Rappahannock, 
August 20, to which river Lee at once followed. 
The Federal general possessed the higher bank 
and more powerful guns; still, on August 22 
General Stuart succeeded in effecting one of his 
most remarkable raids. With 1,600 sabres he 
rode round Pope’s right into Catlett’s Station, 
where he did much damage and captured some 
despatches, and returned, having covered 62 miles 
in 26 hours. 

The river then rose and became impassable for 
some days, and Pope himself destroyed the 
railway bridge, whilst on his left arrived, vid 
Acquia Creek, 8,000 men from McClellan. On 
the other side, Lee, fearful lest delay should 
allow time for overwhelming numbers to reach 
Pope, decided on the daring plan — contrary to 
one of the leading rules of strategy — of separating 
in the face of a superior enemy. This was 
nothing less than despatching Jackson and Stuart, 
with 22,600 men, round the Federal right to 
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Manassas Junction, wliere the Eederal communi- 
cations would be intercepted. Consequently, on 
August 26, JaoJeson started on his perilous flank 
march vid AmissTille, Orleans, Salem, and Thoro- 
fare Gap, living on the country. The dust betrayed 
the march to the Eederal cavalry, but in Pope’s 
eyes the destination of the Confederate leader 
was the Shenandoah Valley. On this day the 
Northerners were further reinforced by 20,000 
men from McClellan’s Army, namely, Heintzel- 
man’s III. Corps by rail from Alexandria, and 
Porter’s Y. Corps via Acquia Creek, whilst at 
Ealmouth on the Rappahannock arrived the rest 
of Burnside’s North Carolina force — 4,000 men. 

On August 26 Pope, not yet certain as to. 
Jackson’s destination, and in any event relying 
on Halleck to protect his line of communications, 
was surprised by the news that that dangerous 
antagonist had passed through Thorofare Gap 
and had seized Manassas Junction with its vast 
magazines. His connection with Washington 
now lay through Ealmouth and, his direct line 
being cut, he had, as usual in such cases, three 
possible courses of action : (1) to escape round 
the interceptor’s outer flank, which would, in 
this case, mean a movement to the east of the 
railway, and which was unthinkable with such 
numbers as Pope possessed, say, 66,000 effectives; 
(2) burst through by fighting; and (3) to move 
across the interceptor’s communications. Pope 
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wisely decided on combining the two last coursesj 
and directed Ms right, or western, wing on 
Cainesville, and Ms left, or eastern, wing on 
Manassas Junction. Note that be could not 
attack Lee because the river was impassable. 

On August 27 these orders were executed, and 
if they had remained unaltered— especially as 
McDowell 'on the western flank took the re- 
sponsibility of despatching a division to close 
up the Thorofare G-ap at its eastern mouth — the 
result would have been that Jachson, imaided, 
must have fought nearly all Pope’s forces, or 
must have retired in a disastrous retreat vid 
Ashby’s Gap into the Valley. Unfortunately, 
however, for himself the Pederal general, con- 
vmced that Jackson would stop at Manassas 
Junction, swung round all Ms western wing on 
that place, intending, with both his wmgs, to 
crush the daring Southerner there (he actually 
said : “ We shall bag the whole crowd ”), and 
yet he knew Lee was near Salem, for Buford’s 
cavalry, sent out by McDowell, so reported. As 
a fact Jackson that night fell back from the 
Junction on to the old battle-field of the First 
Bull Run, and on August 28 took up a position 
on an unfinished railway, north of Groveton, 
with Ms left at Sudley Springs, in which position 
he could be joiued by Lee vid Thorofare Gap. 
When, therefore. Pope reached Manassas Junction 
he found his bird had flown, and, on vague 
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information that the Southern general was at 
Centreville, he directed his whole force on that 
place. To execute this order the Pederal left 
had to counter-march through Gainesyille and 
then make for Groveton along the turnpike, 
whilst the right had to cross the Bull Run 
Eords between the turnpike and the Orange 
and Alexandria railway. This was on the 
eyening of August 28, and at the same moment 
Jackson lay on the unfinished ’railway, north of 
Groyeton, and Lee was filing through the 
Thorofare Gap. As the Pederal left passed in 
front of him, Jackson^ thinking that Pope was 
in full retreat for Washington, took the offensiye — 
in fact he surprised the Pederals, who had not 
discovered his whereabouts — and brought on the 
Battle of Gai/nesmlle, which was a fierce but 
indecisive struggle. Of this battle Pope took 
an erroneous view, because he regarded it as 
an attempt on the part of Jackson to escape to 
the Thorofare Jackson was also in error 

in supposing Pope to be in retreat — and he 
therefore arranged for the next day, August 29, 
a plan by which the Confederate general might 
be captured, namely, his left would hold him 
in front, and his right would, from Centreville, 
come over the Stone Bridge. 

On August 29 the Pederal general completed 
his plan by directing the rearmost corps of his 
right wing — Porter’s V. Corps — then at Manassas 
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Junction, to move on Gainesville and to intercept 
Jachson's retreat. The fatal objection to this 
plan -was that Lee was at hand, for Pope, letting 
the wish he father to the thought, would not 
credit the nearness of that formidable commander. 

BATTLE OF GEOVETON 

General Porter, now the extreme Pederal left, 
approaching Gainesville at 12 noon, ascertained 
that Lee's troops went through Gainesville that 
morning, whilst he saw an artillery action in 
progress between the Pederal left near Groveton 
and Stonewall Jaehson, but owing to the nature 
of the country he could effect no real connection 
with that left. Whether Porter acted rightly or 
wrongly in remaining inactive during this day 
on the railway, east of Gainesville, is a point 
on which opinions differ. Ropes, in “ Army under 
Pope,” pp. 83-101, acquits Porter, and argues 
that McDowell was the real culprit; but the 
question is too complicated for the present work. 

Meantime the Pederal left and right, at Groveton, 
and eastwards along the turnpike, were attacking 
Laekson fiercely but indecisively, because Porter 
could not deliver the blow that Pope expected 
him to deliver. Lee was already debouching 
on Jackson's right flank. The Southern general 
brought with him Longstreet’s Pirst Corps of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, consisting of 26,600 
infantry and 2,500 cavalry, besides artillery, to 
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assist Jaehson's Second Corps of the same army ; 
and Ropes considers that the united forces should 
have attacked this day, August 29, and suggests 
that the reason for Lee’s delay is to he found 
in the menacing position of General Porter. 
Henderson agrees with Ropes ; hut Allan differs. 

On August 30 took place the decisive Battle 
of the Second Manassas or Bull Mm. Pope, still 
hoping against hope that Lee's main body had 
not arrived, and furious with what he styled 
Porter’s gross disobedience, decided to make 
another effort to crush Jackson — he would have 
done better to retire on Oentreville (compare 
Meade’s action in 1863). Early in the morning 
Porter, by a night march, Joined the main Federal 
body, whilst Lee made no movement, rightly 
Judging that Pope would renew his effort against 
Jackson. About 4 p.m. the Federals moved north 
of the pike against Jackson's position, when Lee 
swept round south of the great road, threatening 
to seize the all-important Stone Bridge. Seeing 
this danger Sykes’ regulars occupied Henry 
House Hill, which covered the bridge, but every- 
where else in the field the Confederates carried 
everything before them, Jackson springing forward 
from his railway embankment, and on the extreme 
right Stuart's cavalry charging down the Federal 
horse “in the most brilliant cavalry combat of 
the war ” (Henderson). The Federal retreat was, 
however, secured by the regulars, although the 
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last troops to cross tlie bridge were Colonel 
Kane’s Pennsylrania Buoktails. In this cele- 
brated battle the loss of the losing side was 26 
gnnsj 9,000 killed and wounded, and 7,000 
prisoners. 

It should be noted that in causing two separate 
armies to unite on the battle-field, as Lee did 
in this case, the great Southern general was 
acting on exterior-line principles, and not, as 
he usually acted, on interior principles. As to 
Pope, he should have retired without seriously 
fighting on Centreville, where, reinforced by 
Sumner and Eranklhi, he might have awaited 
Lee. 

Late on August 30 Pope regained Centreville, 
where those two corps joined him, 20,000 strong. 

On August 31 Lee despatched Jaehson over the 
upper Bull Run to sweep round vid Chantilly on 
Pope’s line of communication ; but Pope countered 
this move by retiring on Pairfax Court House, 
and as Jachson came through Chantilly he was 
strongly resisted in what is called the Battle of 
Ghantilly or Ox Hill, September 1. That night 
the rest of Lee's army came up with JacMon, 
and next day, September 2, the campaign closed 
with the retirement of Pope into Washington and 
his supersession by McClellan. The total killed 
and wounded in the campaign were, according 
to “ Battles of the Civil War,” 14,462 Eederals 
and 9,474 Confederates. 
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I may add that it has been suggested that 
McOlellau could, by more promptly sending 
Sumner and Eranhlin, hare materially helped 
Pope in the battle ; but Ropes considers that 
if any one is to blame for tbe delay it is 
General Halleck, who failed to supply transport, 
and in any case Pope did not count on these 
two corps when he opened battle. 


CHAPTER IX 


THE ANTIETAM AND FBEDERIGE8BUR&, 
SEPTEMBER 2 TO DECEMBER 16, 1862 

TIP to September 2 the year 1862 bad been 
^ unfortunate for the Pederals, whose main 
army at Washington was then reorganised by 
McClellan, whilst JLee moTed towards Leesburg. 
McClellan, ascertaining this fact, handed over 
the defence of the capital to General Banks with 
Heintzelman’s III. Corps, SigePs XI. Corps, and 
garrison troops, altogether about 56,000 men, and 
himself prepared for the field with Right Wing 
under Burnside, i.e. Hooker’s I, Corps and Reno’s 
IX. Corps ; Centre under Sumner, i.e. Sumner’s 
II. Corps and Mansfield’s XII. Corps ; Left Wing 
under Franklin, i.e. Couch’s Division of Keyes’ 

IV. Corps, Franklin’s VI. Corps, and Porter’s 

V. Corps (this corps joined last) ; cavalry under 
Pleasonton : total about 100,000 men. 

On the other side, iiee’s Army of Northern 
Virginia, ill-equipped and sadly in want of boots, 
consisted of two army corps under Lmgstreet 
and JacTeson, and cavalry under Simrt — total 
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al)Oiit 55,000, including 18,000 under D. H. Mill 
from Riclimond. President Bmia would give no 
more troops, because he was attending to the 
western theatre. The Southern commander, 
fearing the effect of Eederal success along the 
Mississippi and the ever-tightening grip of the 
Eederal vessels, believing in offensive j action, 
trusting to rouse Maryland (it did not to any 
great extent respond to his call), and desiring 
to transfer the war to Eederal territory, crossed 
the Potomac at White’s Eord between September 4 
and 7, and made for Erederick, sending Stmrfs 
cavalry on a brief raid to Chambersburg in 
Pennsylvania. Eederal forces at Martinsburg and 
Harper’s Eerry were a menace to his communi- 
cations, which ran to Eichmond vid the Shenandoah 
Valley, and he would have to deal with them. 

McClellan, learning this, moved forward on 
Erederick, near which place he collected his 
army about September 13 ; but, effectually 
stopped by Stuart from getting any accurate 
intelligence, took no measures to save the 
Martinsburg and Harper’s Eerry forces until he 
by accident got, on September 13, a Confederate 
order of September 9, which showed that Bee 
planned to divide his army — half under Jaeksm 
and A. P. Sill to deal with Harper’s Eerry, 
half under JLongstreet and D. S. Sill to retire 
over the South Mountain on Boonsboro. Then 
was McClellan’s chance for a rapid march against 
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Long street alone ; lie had all the 14th, for Harper’s 
Eerry did not surrender till the 15th. 

Jackson, crossing the Potomac, drove the 
Martinsburg Eederals into Harper’s Perry and sur- 
rounded the latter place, which, on September 15, 
surrendered with 11,000 men, 73 guns, and im- 
mense magazines. Leaving A. F. Mill’s Division 
at Harper’s Perry, Jackson, by a rapid seventeen- 
mile night march, reached Sharpsburg early on 
the 16th. 

BATTLE OP SOUTH MOUNTAIN, SEPTEMBEE 14 

Lee, informed that night (September 13-14) 
of the loss of his despatch, directed Longstreet 
and D. M. Mill, both farther west than Boons- 
boro, to return and hold the South Mountain. 
Meantime McClellan, instead of moving from 
Prederich on the night of the 13th, waited till 
daybreak of the 14th, and then with, for him, 
unusual rapidity pressed on towards Boonsboro, 
expecting to interpose between Lee’s divided 
forces. The result was the confused combats 
that are called the Battle of South Mountam, 
between McClellan’s advanced troops and troops 
from Longstreet and D. M. Mill, as well as some 
of Jackson’s men, then on the Maryland Heights, 
acting against Harper’s Perry. These actions, 
tactically defeats and strategically victories 
(compare Kemstown) for the Confederates, did 
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not save Harper’s Ferry, and did not allow 
McClellan to strike Lee in detail. 

BATTLE OF THE ANTIETAM OR SHAEPSBERG, 
SEPTEMBER 16-17 

On September 15 Lee, ynih-Longsireet, D. H. Sill, 
and Stuart's cavalry, fell back on Sbarpsbnrg, 
and the Federals followed ; on this day McClellan 
had a chance of crashing half the Confederates, 
whilst the other half, under Jaohson, were at 
Harper’s Ferry, Lee occupied a strong position, 
with the Potomac on his flanks and the Antietam 
in front, on the east bank of which stream lay 
the Federals. 

On September 16 the batteries opened, and on 
the Confederate side Jachson arrived, taking 
position to the left, i.e. north of Sharpsburg, with 
Stuart on the extreme left and Longstreet to 
the right, i.e. south of Sharpsburg ; A. P. Sill 
was still absent. The Federals stood in two 
bodies, the southern one being under General 
Burnside, Palfrey says the Confederates numbered 
38,000, the Federals 70,000, This day (the 16th) 
part of McClellan’s right crossed the Antietam, 
and on September 17 took place the sanguinary 
Battle of the Antietam or Sharpsburg. Early 
in the morning the enemy’s right fell on JacJeson 
in a desperate conflict, both sides losing heavily, 
and the Southern general displayed conspicuous 
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tactical skill; the Eederals also assailed Lee's 
centre, moring across the Bloody Lane, or Sunken 
Eoad. Later on, McClellan’s left, crossing the 
Autietam by a bridge, south-east of Sharpsburg, 
put the Confederates in great peril, but the 
sudden onset of A. P. Mill (hurrying up from 
Harper’s Perry) on the hostile column saved the 
situation. 

It is said that if Burnside with the left had 
attacked at the same time as the right, Lee 
would have been beaten. The fact is, that to 
fight with a single line of retreat, i.e. via the 
Shepherdstown Pord, south-west of Sharpsburg, 
was a desperate course — Lee underrated his 
opponent. 

Next day, as McClellan was being reinforced, 
Lee, crossing the Potomac at Shepherdstown 
Pord, made for Winchester, and thus the battle 
was a strategic victory for the North, though a 
tactical success for the South. The cardinal 
error of the Pederal commander had been his 
delay; he should have attacked on the 16th, 
when Lee had only 20,000 men with 126 guns — 
exaggerated by McClellan into 60,000 — and in 
any case on the 16th. The losses on the Pederal 
side were 12,000 ; on the Confederate, 9,500. 

Both combatants set to work reorganising, ex- 
cept that J. B. B. Stuart from October 9 
to 13 his famous raid into Pennsylvania, via 
Ohambersburg, right round McClellan’s Army. 
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With 1,800 troopers he crossed at Williamsport, 
and enteriag Chamhersburg at night seized horses, 
cut telegraphs, etc., and then, via Frederick over 
the River Monocacy, reached the Baltimore and 
Ohio railway, which he destroyed; hearing the 
enemy’s cavalry were on the alert, he made for 
the woods and recrossed near the mouth of the 
Monocacy, having covered 100 miles ia 48 hours. 
This raid gained much information and wore out 
the Federal cavalry, which had been hard worked 
by Pope. Late in this month the Union forces, 
126,000 strong, crossed to the south hank of the 
Potomac, east of the Blue Ridge, moving on 
Warrenton, whereupon Lee, who now numbered 
70,000, despatched Longstreet to Culpeper Court 
House on the Orange and Alexandria railway, 
Jachson remaining near Strasburg in the Valley. 
This strategic separation in the face of superior 
numbers was doubtless daring strategy. 

McClellan, “ the best commander,” says Palfrey, 
“the Army of the Potomac ever had,” was on 
November 7 unwisely superseded by the incom- 
petent but charming Burnside, whilst Porter, the 
best officer in the army, was also recalled. The 
new chief decided to strike at Richmond, along 
the short line of the Richmond and Fredericks- 
burg railway. He therefore rapidly marched 
down the left bank of the Rappahannock to a 
point opposite Fredericksburg, where he arrived 
November 19, his base being at Acquia Creek, 
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tke railway to wMeh place had been, broken by 
Jjee. The latter general, thoroughly informed by 
Stm/rt, replied by moving Longstreet to Eredericks- 
burg, and by calling up JacTcson from the Valley 
to the same place, where he took post on the 
right of Longstreet, to the south of the town. 
The Confederate position, though immensely strong 
for defence, especially on the left, afforded no 
chance for a counterstroke, and on that account 
JacJcson objected to it. Lee indeed proposed for 
that reason to retire to the North Anna; but 
President Davis declined to resign territory. 

Burnside should now have crossed above Eal- 
mouth, but, as it was, on December 11, pontoons 
were laid by his great army of 110,000 to 120,000 
men with 360 guns — all volunteers except Sykes, 
and some of the artillery^ — ^with the help of his 
array of batteries on the left bank; and next 
day the Eederals crossed ; but Lee had had time 
to concentrate his troops, about 78,000 with 260 
guns and some heavy guns, JacTcson on the right, 
Longstreet on the left, and cavalry on either flank. 
In this case Lee entrenched ; he had not done so 
at the Antietam. On December 13 was fought 
the savage Battle of FredericJcshurg, in which 
Burnside’s left, under Eranklin, made a desperate 
but unsuccessful attack on JacTcson', while his 
right, under Sumner, heroically and fruitlessly 
hurled itself in frontal attacks against Longstreet 
at Marye’s Hill. Stonewall was in favour of at 
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once deliTering a yigorous counter-stroke, and 
eyen proposed a night attack : Lee oyerruled him. 
Henderson adyersely comments on the latter’s 
failure to attack his defeated enemy ; hut Allan, 
in his “ Army of Northern Virginia,” considers Lee 
was prudent in yiew of the numerous Eederal 
artillery. During a terrific storm (December 16) 
Burnside passed to the north bank, crossing 
100,000 men in fourteen hours — at Wagram 
Napol4on crossed 180,000 in one night. Thus 
the Eederal general did what is rare in war — 
namely, after defeat to cross safely a riyer im- 
mediately in the rear; this same feat was per- 
formed by Buller after Spion Kop. The Federal 
loss was 12,000 ; the Confederate loss, 6,000. On 
December 25 Stuart began his Christmas Day 
raid, cutting in between Burnside’s army and 
Washington, and during it he lost many horses. 
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CHAPTER X 


GHANOELLORSYILLE 

TN January, 1863, Burnside, in the so-called “ Mud 
Campaign,” tried to turn Lee’s left, but later 
on in the same month was replaced by “ Righting 
Joe” Hooker in the supreme command of the 
army which still lay north of the Rappahan- 
nock opposite Lee’s position. Hooker, the chief 
intriguer against Burnside, but a good organiser, 
first collected the caralry into a separate corps 
under the incapable Stoneman. As the year 
advanced, the Southern prospects did not grow 
brighter, for although Lincoln’s legal or illegal 
edict of January 1 emancipating all slaves 
hardened the hearts of the South and disgusted 
Northern Democrats like McClellan, it invigorated 
the North. Hooker’s Army too numbered 130,000, 
and the Northerners controlled nearly all the 
Mississippi, and even in Virginia they held 
Winchester, Port Monroe, and Suffolk (west of 
Norfolk), whilst at sea Lincoln’s vessels were 
ever tightening their grip. The presence of the 
Eederals at Suffolk so alarmed President Davis 
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for the safety of Eichmond that he ordered Lee 
to detach Longstreet with 20,000 men to that 
district. Thus weakened, the Confederate general 
had to meet Hooker’s enormous numbers. 

That general’s plan was to more on three lines 
—namely, his 10,000 cavalry under Stoneman far 
on the right via the Orange and Alexandria 
Eailway, to cut Lee's communications with Eich- 
mond; his left under Sedgwick, 40,000 strong, 
to cross the Eappahannock below Erederickshurg ; 
his right, 70,000 strong, to cross the Eappahan- 
nock and Eapidan on to Ohancellorsville, under 
his personal orders, a separate body being left to 
cover the connection with Acquia Greek. It may 
he noted that this double passage was unwise. 
Lee stood south-west of Erederickshurg with 

60.000 men. Hooker began to move on April 27, 
completely turning his enemy’s formidable posi- 
tion; Lee therefore contained Sedgwick with 

10.000 troops under Early, and massed the rest 
of his force against Hooker himself. These 
movements led to the stubborn Battle of Qhari- 
cellorsville. May 1-6, in the forest of the Wilder- 
ness of Spottsylvania. During May 2 Lee, with 

17.000 only, remained in front (on the east) 
of Hooker’s strong position at Ohancellorsville; 
whilst Jackson and Stnart, with about 30,000 
men, moved to the left in order to turn Hooker’s 
right flank. They passed through the thick forest 
on to the turnpike and were seen by the Eederals, 
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■who supposed it was a retreat, and at 6 p.m. 
Jacfesow, moving east, smote the extreme right 
of the enemy and routed it ; Lee, on hearing his 
guns, at once advanced to the assault. Hooker 
was in deadly peril; his line of retreat to the 
United States Eord was in danger. Jackson's 
men poured along the road to Chancellorsville, 
getting disordered among the trees and in the 
darkness, and it was then that the general was 
hit by three musket-shots from the 18th North 
Carolina Regiment (his own troops). (general 
A. P. Sill was also severely wounded, and the 
command fell on J. S. B. Stuart, who did not 
realise that Jackson's plan had been to cut 
Hooker’s line of retreat at White House. 

The Eederals then delivered a somewhat vigorous 
counter-attack, and by May 3 their position was 
much improved. Stuart and Lee made a con- 
centric effort against Hooker, who on his side 
ordered Sedgwick to press actively the force in 
his front and take Lee in the rear. The success 
of Sedgwick in carrying Marye’s Hill and 
forcing back the Confederate containing force 
caused Lee, on May It, to move in person against 
him, with the result that the Eederal general 
recrossed at Banks’ Eord, Hooker sending him 
no assistance. On May 6 and 6, Hooker, covered 
by a heavy storm, passed over his bridges to 
the north bank. The two armies retired to their 
old positions. Hooker having failed mainly 
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because he had sent away his powerful body of 
horsemen; but if he had continued the struggle 
he should have proTed victorious, with the help 
of Stoneman threatening Lee's communications. 
The losses were 17,000 Eederals, 13,000 Con- 
federates. 

Jachson died on May 10. His fall had saved 
the Eederals from ruin, and was, in addition to 
want of supplies and a widespread belief that 
President Lincoln would at last concede separa- 
tion, a principal reason for Lee not pursuing his 
defeated enemy. Lee said ; “ Such an executive 
officer the sun never shone on — straight as the 
needle to the pole; I had better have fallen 
myself.” Of Lee, JacTeson said : “ I would follow 
him blindfold.” 

NAVAL OPEEATIONS OPI' THE EAST COAST 

The Eederals blockaded Charleston in South 
Carolina, and during the operations lost the 
Monitor in a storm. The Eederal commander 
was Hear- Admiral Hu Pont, whose ironclads 
could not cope with the Confederate batteries, 
especially in the battle of April 7, 1863. 


CHAPTER XI 


GENERAL COMMENTS 

jyEVIEW of the Valley Campaign. — ^Allan, in. j 

Ms “Jackson’s Valley Campaign,” says: 

“ The operations of General T. J. Jachson in the 
Valley during 1862 constitute one of the most 
brilliant episodes of the great Civil War. The 
theatre on which they took place afforded a quick 
and easy approach to the Eederal capital. The i 

mountains and rivers of the Valley gave to an active 
and skilful commander many opportunities of ! 

neutralising great disparity of force. This cam- I 

paign had a most important bearing on all the 
military operations in Virginia, for he checked ! 

forces four or five times as numerous as his OAvn, 
and thus paralysed McClellan. It is an admirable 
example of an aggressive-defensive campaign.” 

S. C. Kellogg, in his “ Shenandoah Valley,” re- 
marks of the Valley Campaign that “the student ‘ 

must be impressed with the strategical eminence of 
Stonewall Jackson, as compared with the lack of 
capacity on the part of his opponents. On the , 

Eederal side the authorities at Washington were 
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still groping for statable commanders for tbeir 
tbonsands of ardent but inexperienced soldiers. 
Eor a past-master in tbe art of war like Jackson 
to handle an army, how inferior soever, against 
Patterson, Banks, or Erdmont, was not difficult.” 
The same author calls especial attention to the 
Southern general’s rapid and successful escape at 
the end of May from the midst of 60,000 con- 
verging foes. 

Allan, in “ Jackson’s Valley Campaign,” thus 
reviews the operations of the three months pre- 
ceding the Battles of Cross Keys and Port Eepublic : 

Jackson, with. 4,600 men, fell back from 
Winchester before Banks’ 30,000 (20,000 practi- 
cally), but, appearing unexpectedly at Kernstown, 
hurls his little army against part of Banks’ army. 
He is mistaken as to the number of the enemy, 
and suffers a severe repulse; but he causes the 
recall of all Banks’ force and the detachment of 
McDowell from McClellan. Palling back before 
his pursuers, he retires to Elk Eun Valley (Swift 
Eun Gap), where he lemQS Moell to contain Banks, 
while he himself joins Ed. Johnson near Staunton. 
He fights Milroy at McDowell, and drives him 
back on General Premont. Jackson then counter- 
marches, and, with Ewell, unexpectedly appears at 
Pront Eoyal, crushes a Pederal detachment there, 
and two days after defeats Banks at Winchester, 
driving him over the Potomac. McDowell is again 
withdrawn from McClellan, and the President 
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gathers 60,000 men against Jackson’s 16,000 ; but 
by rapidity be eludes bis pursuers, and, retiring 
up tbe Valley, takes up a position near Port Ee- 
public, where be defeats Frdmont at Cross Keys, 
and Shields at Port Eepublic.” In thirty-five 
days preceding June 9 marched 245 miles, 

and won four battles. 

The whole of the Valley operations were based 
on the idea of playing on Lincoln’s anxiety for 
Washington, and they have the honour of being 
compared with Napoleon’s operations in 1814, 
east of Paris, and in 1796 in North Italy. This 
is doubtless comparing small things with great, 
but Jackson did no doubt illustrate with fine skill 
the true use of a detachment engaged in minor 
operations (contrast the British detachment in the 
east of Spain, 1813). The main objection to 
detachments is that they must weaken the main 
force ; they are, however, often unavoidable, and 
if they are well led, and if they contain larger 
numbers of the enemy, greatly assist the main 
action. The principal advantage gained for the 
south by Jackson’s action was the fact that Mc- 
Dowell was four times withdrawn from McClellan. 

The value of strategic positions is obvious. 
Winchester and Staunton were such positions; so 
also was the Newmarket-Luray road, as well as 
Swift Eun Gap — the last because its front was 
covered by the Shenandoah and its flanks by the 
mountains ; there were roads in rear connecting 
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witk General Bwell ; in ease Banks went to Staun- 
ton, he would expose his flank to Jackson -, in case 
he attacked Jackson and were beaten, he would 
And himself in a hostile country. 

The Confederate leader constantly showed that 
he believed in secrecy, in surprise, and in mystify- 
ing friends no less than foes, a course particularly 
advisable in a civil war, in which leakage so often 
occurs. 

The features of Jackson’s i&ciics were flanking 
movements, as at Kernstown and at Port Repub- 
lic ; reserving of fire and use of bayonet, as at 
Cross Keys and at Eirst Bull Run ; surprise, as at 
Eront Royal; vigorous pursuit, as at Bath and 
after Eront Royal ; counter-stroke ; superiority of 
numbers on the field; sending in of supports at 
the right moment. Sharpsburg, 1862, displayed 
his tactics in all their excellence. 

Comments on the Campaign generally . — Both 
sides had three objectives : (1) Protect their own 
capital, (2) threaten the hostile capital, (3) defeat 
the hostile army; but, while this was the case, it 
is obvious that the Northerners paid chief atten- 
tion to protecting Washington and to threatening 
Richmond, the Southerners to dealing with the 
Eederal armies. 

This campaign once again illustrates the em- 
ployment of interior and exterior lines, the former 
by the Confederates and the latter by the 
Eederals; and in this case and in this period the 
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former succeeded. That they did so act is ap- 
parent during the whole campaign, and can be 
clearly seen in J uly, 1861, from the relative 
positions of Patterson, McDowell, and the Pederals 
in West Virginia, and of Johnston^ JBeawegard^ 
and the Confederates in West Virginia. At Cross 
Keys, and Port Republic too, JacJeson was ob- 
viously on interior lines, and the two Pederal 
armies obviously on exterior lines. Throughout 
the whole of the operations the Southerners acted 
from Richmond, and fell back on it concentri- 
cally ; whereas the enemy assailed that city from 
widely divergent points, such as from Port Mon- 
roe, Predericksburg, the Valley, and the Great 
Kanawha Valley. Pr4mont, Banks, McDowell, 
McClellan, and Burnside should, theoretically, 
have pushed on and crushed the Confederates near 
Richmond, as Moltke’s converging armies in 1866 
crushed the Austrians at Koniggratz. On the 
other side, Johnston and Lee, with consummate 
skill, carried out the Napoleonic principle of 
interior lines, containing all the hostile armies 
with detachments, and finally concentrating 
against one of the separated Pederal armies — 
e.g. Jackson contained Prdmont and Banks, 
Anderson contained McDowell, Magruder con- 
tained McClellan, and Huger at Norfolk contained 
Burnside. 

It is to be noted that the Confederates possessed 
a salient or convex frontier, whilst the Pederals 
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possessed a re-entrant or concave one; this is so 
whether you look at the line of the River Potomac 
and the sea, or at the line of the Atlantic seaboard 
and of the Gulf of Mexico. As Richmond, the 
base of the Southerners, was inside this projection, 
they could not be forced to form front to a flank, 
and could always fall back concentrically. The 
disadvantages arising from a base situated farther 
back— and it is usually so situated, because most 
salients are too small to contain the base — than 
the salient frontier (provided that it is impossible 
to take the offensive) are well illustrated by the 
Erench position in 1870 and by the British 
position in Natal in 1899; in those two cases it 
would have been well for the defender to have 
retired from the salient. 

The counter-stroke is the soul of the defence 
— this is true strategically and tactically ; and not 
the least cause of the defeat of the South was 
Mr. Davis’ persistent refusal to allow offensive 
action. The Valley Campaign of Jackson is a 
sermon on the above text, notably in January, 1862, 
when. Banks seemingly inclined to advance, the 
Confederate leader, though inferior in numbers, at 
once, in the Romney expedition, took the offensive ; 
tactically he trusted much to the counter-stroke, 
e.g. at Eirst Bull Run, etc. That Lee held the 
same opinion is evident from his invasion of Mary- 
land — ^the purely defensive attitude cannot succeed 
unless in exceptional circumstances. 



108 


AMEEICAN CIVIL WAE 


The Injluenoe of FoUtieia/ns . — McClellan did not 
snfi0Loiently consider the opinion of the President, 
who was a Eepuhlican, whereas the general was a 
Democrat. At the close of 1861 he could have 
crushed Johnston, hut he over-estimated his num- 
bers and annoyed the Government hy inaction. 
He created the great Army of the Potomac, but 
was always waiting till everything should he quite 
ready. Surely he could have attacked Johnston 
or the Confederate batteries on the lower Potamac 
or Norfolk. It is usual to quote the influence of 
Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Stanton as a striking case 
of the pernicious effect of politicians interfering 
with current military operations, and no doubt the 
creation of five separate commands and of army 
corps and the appointing of corps commanders 
without McClellan’s approval, the constant with- 
drawals of McDowell, and the attempt to intercept 
Jhcfeow in the Valley were gross cases of unwise 
interference ; but we must not forget that Clause- 
witz lays it down that the declaration of war and 
the conclusion of peace must be left to statesmen, 
and that, as to the disputed point whether states- 
men should interfere with current operations, it 
all depends on the wisdom or the folly of the 
statesmen’s policy — e.g. no one would allege that 
Bismarck’s interference with Moltke in 1866 and 
1870 was foolish. In 1864 Lincoln had learnt his 
lesson and handed all military power to Grant, 
who never suffered from interference as McClellan 
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stiffered, or as the Archduke Charles suffered in 
1799 at the hands of the Aulic Council. 

It is a common error to assume that Mr. 
Davis, who had military knowledge, not only in- 
terfered less, but also that his interference had 
less disastrous results than in the case of his 
great opponent. The truth is that he did far 
more harm to his cause than Lincoln did to 
the Northern cause. He interfered a good deal, 
especially with Joseph E. Johnston, and he had 
two false notions — he expected European help 
because a cotton fanaine would hamper European 
manufacturers, and he did not believe in takiug 
offensive action. Besides, he should have ex- 
ported cotton in the first months of the war, 
and so got money which he sorely needed. In 
any event, however, the South must have bowed 
to the iron will of the Northern President. 

The Effect of Earallel Obstacles. — ^The Mas- 
sanuttons screened from Banks at Strasburg 
Jackson’s offensive movement down the Luray 
road on Eront Royal ; the same obstacle hampered 
Banks in his advance up the Valley; the same 
obstacle taught Erdmont and Shields how perilous 
it is for allied armies to move simultaneously 
on the opposite side of a parallel obstacle. 

Volunteers and Eegnlars.- — The Boer War has 
caused many to think that the armed farmer is 
a match for the trained regular ; but Lord 
Wolseley holds that one traiued army corps 
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woxild hare, at least ia 1861, settled the ques- 
tion; and on three occasions we see the United 
States regulars alone preserving cohesion in defeat 
(in the two Battles of Bull Run and at Gaines 
Mill). On the march, volunteers may equal 
regulars, but it is in military housekeeping and 
in action, and indeed in offensive operations 
generally, that the regular is seen to excel the 
armed patriot. Oallwell, in his “ Small Wars,” 
states that in only two modern instances have 
guerillas proved more than a match for regular 
troops — namely, the Cuban insurgents beat the 
Spaniards, and the Abyssinians at Adowa defeated 
the Italians. 

The infantry tactics were much like present 
European tactics, except that inferior ofdcers in 
the United States had not a free hand, and that 
the brigade was the tactical unit. Brigade and 
division commanders were extremely independent. 
Spade and axe and shelter-trenches were employed 
both on offensive and on defensive. A more 
interesting and important subject is the use made 
of the mounted arm : the cavalry on both sides 
were really moimted infantry and fought mostly 
on foot. The uses of cavalry—the strategic arm 
before battle — are; Scouting, screening, pursu- 
ing, charging, and perhaps raiding. The War 
of Secession revived the first two uses of this 
arm, forgotten since the days of ISTapoldon, and 
Jackson’s cavalry, under Ashby, did excellent 
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scouting and screening, and so did jS'^2tarHlirougli- 
out the whole period. Ashby screened Jackson’s 
move towards Eront Royal, and Stuart’s scouting 
informed Lee of Burnside’s movements before 
Eredericksburg. In pursuit Jackson was always 
vigorous, as at Bath, and indeed always where 
it was possible. On the disputed point of cavalry 
charges in battle, the facts of this campaign can 
be quoted on either side — Stuart’s charges at the 
Eirst Bull Run and at the Second Bull Run 
(this was against cavalry) were successful ; but 
the Eederal charges at Winchester, at Cedar 
Mount, and at Gaines Mill were costly failures. 
The most remarkable feat of the mounted arm 
was the success of Colonel Flournoy at Eront 
Royal. 

Whether a cavalry raid is or is not advisable 
is a moot question ; Jackson apparently objected 
to them, Lee acquiesced in them. In the War 
of Secession they were extensively employed, 
e.g., by Stuart and by Stoneman. Stuart’s raids 
were the Pamunkey, the Catlett’s Station, the 
Pennsylvania, and the Christmas Day raid, 1862 ; 
Stoneman raided during Chancellorsville. Such 
raids are certainly more applicable to America 
than to Europe, and in any case the objections 
to them are weighty — e.^., waste of horseflesh, 
damage inflicted can soon be repaired, the main 
army may regret the absence of its horsemen 
(as Hooker did at Chancellorsville), the raiding 
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cayalry runs the risk of being wiped out. On 
the other hand, the raid inflicts damage, destroys 
the enemy’s moral, raises one’s own moral, and 
at times gains yaluahle information, as Stuart 
did at Catlett’s. On the whole, the balance of 
opinion seems to be against such use of cayalry. 

Im^portanoe of Studying an Opponenfs Character. 
— This was a constant practice of Jachson, and 
the conduct of the yarious ofiicers in Mexico 
frequently gaye their opponents in the Oiyil 
War a key as to what to expect of them in the 
greater struggle. McClellan’s ability and caution 
were correctly appraised by Lee, who was sur- 
prised when that general acted with unusual 
rapidity during the South Mountain actions, a 
rapidity due to his capture of Lee’s orders. 
Jachson justly appreciated the lengths to which 
he could go when opposed by Banks ; nor would 
Lee haye dared his risky separations if, instead 
of Pope, it had been Sherman or Grant in front 
of him. 

Secrecy and Surprise. — Napoleon, Hannibal, and 
Wellington excelled in secret surprises, and Jach- 
son was no mean imitator ; witness his moves 
against Milroy, against Kenly, and against Mc- 
Clellan in June, 1862, and against Pope in 
August. But he carried his reticence too far; 
this injured him before Cedar Mount, and injured 
his cause materially in the Battle of Chancellors- 
yBle. 



LIST OF QUESTIONS 


1 . Narrate the causes of the great America! Civil War. 

2. Give a description of the theatre of war generally, and 
more especially of Virginia. 

3. Comment on and illustrate from these campaigns: 
Civilian interference ; qualities of regulars as contrasted with 
those of volunteers ; the effect of parallel mountains, 

4. Sketch the events leading up to the Battle of First 
Bull Eun or First Manassas, July 21, 1861, 

5. Describe, with rough plan, the Battle of First Bull 
Eun or First Manassas, July 21, 1861. What remarks occur 
to you as applicable to this battle ? 

6. Comment on: Organisation; armament ; and especially 
on the cavalry. 

7. Show the strategic importance of West Virginia; and 
give a detailed description of the Shenandoah Valley, and 
show its strategic importance to either side. 

8. Describe the events in the Valley leading to the Battle 
of Kernstown, March 23, 1862. 

9. State and discuss the plans of campaign urged by 
President Lincoln, and by General McClellan. 

10. Describe, with rough plan, the Battle of Kernstown, 
March 23, 1862. Give some tactical comments on it, and 
state its strategic results. 

11. Show the general strategic situation in the middle of 
May, 1862. Describe the march of Jackson and Ewell on 
Front Eoyal with the action at that place, May 23, 1862. 

12. Show the strategic results of the Battles of Front 
Eoyal and Winchester. 

8 


113 



IM 


MST OF QIJESTION^ 


1 


13. 068011136 tte attempt of Fremont and Shields to inter- 
cept Jackson at Strasbnrg, and account for its failure. 

14. Show the strategic effects of Cross Keys and Port 
Eepublie. 

15. 'Write a general review of the Valley CampaigUj and 
of its influence on the progress of war generally 5 note Jack- 
son’s use of cavalry, his marching powers, and his frequent 
separation in the presence of the enemy, 

16. State and explain the several withdrawals of McDowell 
from McClellan. 

17. Sketch, and estimate the effect of, all the cavalry 
raids in this period. 

18. Describe, with rough sketch: ( 1 ) the Battle of Antietam 
and ( 2 ) the Battle of Fredericksburg. 

19. What led to the Seven Days’ Battles, and what was 
the general result of those actions? (June 25 to July 1 , 
1862). 

20 . Lee and Pope faced each other on the Rappahannock 
during August, 1862. Describe the movements of both 
armies leading to the Battle of Second Bull Run, or Second 
Manassas, August 30, 1862. 

21 . Describe, with rough plan, the Battle of Second Bull 
Run, or Second Manassas, August 30, 1862 . 

22 . Sketch events immediately preceding the Battle of 
Chaneellorsville, May 1-5, 1863, and give a rough plan 
of that battle. 

23. Briefly describe the Battle of Chaneellorsville, 
May l-o, 1863, 

24. Estimate the effect on this battle of the fall of 
Jackson, 

25. Describe Jackson’s two flank marches — the one on 
Manassas Junction, the other on Chantilly; show their 
objects and effects. Are flank marches always dangerous ? 
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SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


1. Show how the possession of sea-power was ntilised by 
the Northerners during the period, 

ANSWER TO THE ABOVE 

The command of the sea, always in the hands of LincolUj 
gave the Federals the usual advantage of an extensive base, 
i,e. it secured them, in spite of the skill of their opponents, 
against the possibility of capture, and throughout the whole 
war no Federal army was ever so cut off that it had to 
surrender; Pope, for instance, was always able to retire on 
some base, though Jackson manoeuvred so ably against him. 
Command of the sea, too, enables a general to change his 
base, as McClellan did during the period of the Seven Days’ 
Battles ; it confers the power of transferring troops, as we 
see when the Army of the Potomac was transferred from 
Fort Monroe to Acquia Creek and to Alexandria ; and indeed 
no other country has carried out this work on such a large 
scale as the United States, excepting only G-reat Britain 
and Japan. The great defect of this sea-transport is the 
evil effect it has on the horses. 

The command of the sea also hides one’s plans, and it was 
Johnston’s fear of a secret Federal move by the Potomac 
that induced him so suddenly to evacuate Centreville in 
March. The same power renders the communications safe, 
as we see McClellan’s were to Fort Monroe, and the converse 
is illustrated by the fact that the Confederates’ lack of 
vessels always rendered it almost impossible for them to 
obtain supplies from Europe, except by the precarious plan 
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of runBing the blockade, which English and other neutrals 
constantly attempted. 

2. Taking the period from, hut not including, Fredericks- 
burg to the death of Jackson, give the strategical and 
tactical lessons you find in the operations. 

ANSWEE TO THE ABOVE 

Stuart, in his Christmas Day raid, cut in between Burn- 
side and Washington, but in doing so paid the penalty of 
losing many horses. Burnside, in his January effort to 
turn Lee’s left, was checked by what Napoleon called one 
of the elements that disturb war — ^mud. President Davis, 
by insisting on the despatch of Longstreet with 20,000 
men from Lee’s army, in order to protect Richmond from 
the Pederals at Suffolk, committed a great error. He 
weakened his main army, and indirectly was the cause of 
the negative effort of the Chancellorsville victory. Hooker’s 
double passage of the Rappahannock River is seen to be 
unwise. The flank movement of Jackson and Stuart was 
a brilliant effort, carried out with exceeding decision and 
striking Hooker on his exposed right flank, much as Kirby 
Smith struck McDowell’s exposed flank at the First Bull 
Run. Jackson’s excessive reticence in not informing Stuart 
of his plan of severing the enemy’s line at White House 
had disastrous results. The absence of Hooker’s great body 
of horsemen was felt by the Federals throughout the long 
battle. Lee failed to pursue, and though there were several 
reasons for his failure, and though vigorous pursuit is never 
easy, yet we must account it an error on the part of that 
great commander. 

3. Show the use of detaining forces in strategy, and also 
in tactics. ^ 

AISISWER TO THE ABOVE 

A containing or detaining force — much the same as a 
rearguard — is one of the most powerful weapons in the 
hands of a commander, and it can delay, especially in a 
rugged terrain, the advance of an immensely superior body 
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for a very considerable period. Its great rules are that it 
should not commit itself to a general action ; that it should 
retire the moment it is outnumbered; that it should not 
attempt to act so far distant from its main body that it will 
be reduced to a skeleton in the course of its operations, for 
losses are of necessity heavy in the case of such detaining 
operations ; and that, nevertheless, it must be pushed far 
enough out to keep the divided forces of the enemy from 
uniting, because, if they should unite, the presumably 
superior numbers of the double-line forces would ensure 
them the victory. These rules hold good practically both 
for tactics and for strategy. A good case of a strategic 
detaining force is Magruder's 1 1,000 men in the Yorktown 
Peninsula, who so long held back McClellan’s great army, 
and gave time for the arrival of Johnston. In tactics 
detaining operations are illustrated by Lee’s employment 
of 10,000 men to hold Hooker’s left, under Sedgwick, during 
the Battle of Chancellorsville. 

4. Show the influence and effect of rivers on military 
operations. 

ANSWER TO THE ABOVE 

I will first deal with rivers as direct obstacles. They are 
hss formidable than they were as obstacles, owing to the 
existence of modern bridges and the large number of pon- 
toons carried by modern armies ; but to cross a defended 
river at a known point is one of the costliest operations of 
war. The assailant, therefore, has recourse to stratagem, 
and even then he should possess a superiority in guns — all 
this illustrated by Burnside’s passage at Fredericksburg. 
If the defender be concentrated, the assailant should employ 
a turning force, which should have been Burnside’s course 
at Fredericksburg instead of a direct attack; he should 
have turned Lee’s left, as Hooker attempted in the following 
year. The peril of such a turning force is that it may 
be struck on its outer flank, as occurred at First Bull Run 
and at Chancellorsville. This outer flank should, therefore, 
be thrown back. But the especial danger of an army that 
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sends such, a tximing force across a river iSj that its own 
main body on its own side of the stream protecting its 
line may he struck during the operation and its line 
severed. What would have been the fate of McDowell 
if at the moment of Kirby Smith’s onset Beauregard had 
let loose his right across Bull Eun full on Centreville ? 
We know, too, that McClellan, astride the Chickahominy, 
when struck on his own side at Caines Mill, was saved 
only by his command of the sea and his consequent power 
of transferring his base. 

Eivers can also act as screens, and are of importance as 
having great cities on their hanks ; but as lines of com- 
munication and as lines of invasion their place has, at least 
in civilised countries, been usurped by railways. 

Eivers parallel to an army’s march present peculiar 
problems ; when moving along them it is necessary to hold 
or destroy the passages, as Jackson did when retiring before 
Fremont and Shields ; and it is a matter of great moment 
whether the defender can or cannot pass to either bank at 
pleasure, as is obvious in the case of Jackson at Port Ee- 
public, where the bridge gave him that immense advantage. 

The most remarkable passage of a great river was that 
of Napoleon over the Danube with 180,000 men by six 
bridges in one night, just before the battle of Wagram. 
Whether an army should stand and fight with its back to 
a river depends upon whether the distance between it and 
the stream is or is not sufficient to allow of its retreat being 
organised before reaching the passage ; it is clear, however, 
that Burnside’s escape after Fredericksburg is an exception, 
and that be owed his safety to an opportune storm, 

5. Describe briefly and discuss fully the operations at 
Cross Keys and Port Eepublic. 

ANSWEE to THE ABOVE 

The two Federal generals, Fremont and Shields, pursued 
Jackson up the Valley, the former by the turnpike, the 
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latter by the Lnray road, and on June 7 Fremont, at 
Harrisonburg, had ascertained the enemy’s position, whilst 
Shields, with his force dangerously strung out, was pressing 
up the Luray road. Meantime, Jackson had thus posted 
his men — Ewell with 6,000 was at Cross Keys in face of 
Fremont, Jackson himself with 7,000 had his trains, hospital, 
etc., in Port Eepublic, and his troops on the heights north 
of the town and west of the South Fork. Next day, the 8th, 
took place the Battle of Cross Keys, in which Fremont, 
with 12,000, was repulsed by Ewell’s 6,000, and during 
which the leading troops of Shields made a dash across the 
fords into Port Eepublic, and nearly captured the Con- 
federate leader. On June 9 Jackson left some of Ewell’s 
force to contain Fremont, and, marching the rest of his men 
across the Port Eepublic bridge and the waggon bridge, 
which latter he had constructed over the South Eiver, 
fought the desperate engagement of Port Eepublic with 
Tyler, who commanded Shields’ vanguard of about 3,500; 
finally, the Confederates were victorious, but Jackson had 
to call up the containing force from in front of Fremont 
and burn the Port Eepublic bridge. Tyler fell back north- 
wards on Shields, and Fremont slowly occupied the bluffs 
west of the. South Fork, whence he impotently shelled the 
victorious enemy. 

On these operations the following strategic remarks 
suggest themselves: The evils of divided command are 
apparent, for Shields and Fremont did not know each 
other’s movements, and hence arose indecision ; they acted 
on double and exterior lines, and as they had far superior 
numbers — a total of 25,000 against 13,000 — ^they might, if 
acting with skill and decision, have crushed Jackson between 
them, as Napoleon was crushed by Wellington and Blucher 
at Waterloo. But they had not the ability, and had to 
deal not only with a superior antagonist, but also to act 
in a terrain that admirably lent itself to interior-line opera- 
tions. The river was an obstacle separating their forces, 
and its only passage at Port Republic was in Jackson’s 
hands. One should also note the failure of the Confederate 
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cavalry to report the sudden advance of Shields’ leading 
troops on Port Republic on June 8. 

V Tactically Fremont displayed great weakness at Cross 
Keys, considering his superior numbers, especially in gons 
and horsemen, whilst Ewell showed admirable judgment, 
not only in the manner in which he reserved fire till the 
enemy arrived within sixty paces, and in which he delivered 
a counter-stroke on the Federal left, but also in his judicious 
refusal to pursue, for night was coming on, and neither 
would pursuit have suited Jackson’s general plan. On the 
same day Jackson saved himself at Port Republic by his 
vigorous promptness ; it may be remarked that both 
Napoleon and Wellington ran a similar risk of capture. 
At the Battle of Port Republic, Tyler occupied a well- 
chosen position, and fonght with stubborn skill, as he 
had previously at Kernstown, and his defeat was due to 
Jackson’s able turning movement and to the desperate 
courage of the Louisianians who executed that movement 
The victor’s tactics, nevertheless, were faulty — he assailed 
the enemy too soon, and with insufficient numbers. In 
fact, he grasped at too much ; his idea was to crush Shields 
in the morning and Fremont in the afternoon, and this was 
the reason of his hurried attack, with its consequent heavy 
loss. His pursuit was, as usual, vigorous. 
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